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Before We Begin

1- Why do | want to share this?

My favorite and primary Bible translation is the Contemporary English
Version (CEV).

| learned that there was a version of the CEV Bible that contained the
Apocrypha. I've heard about the Apocrypha before, but | was never
interested because it wasn't included in many Bibles. However, after
my close friend mentioned it to me during a conversation, | decided to
read the Apocrypha. I'm glad | did because it contains much wisdom.
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2- What is the Apocrypha?

The Apocrypha are 18 additional books that are included in some
versions of the Bible. The 18 books include Tobit, Judith, Esther
(Greek), Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, Baruch, Letter of Jeremiah,
Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three Hebrews, Susanna, Bel and
the Dragon, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 3 Maccabees, 4
Maccabees, 1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, Prayer of Manasseh, and Psalm 151.

These 18 books covers topics such as historical, religious, and
wisdom teachings. They could be considered as “extra Old
Testament” books.

The Bibles that include the Apocrypha are use by churches such as
the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches. They actually refer to
the Apocrypha as the Deuterocanonicals. Why? Because they
believe that the additional books are on the same level as the
commonly accepted 66 books of the Bible.

The Bibles that don't include the Apocrypha are use by churches
such as the Protestant Churches. They do not believe that the
additional books are on the same level as the commonly accepted
66 books of the Bible.



3- What are the wisdom books of the Apocrypha?

The wisdom books of the Apocrypha are the Wisdom of Solomon
and Sirach. | chose to share verses from them because they
contain profound and straightforward wisdom like the Book of
Proverbs in the Bible.

4- What are my personal thoughts on the Apocrypha?

My view of the Apocrypha is based on my view of the Bible.

| believe that the Bible is Inspired by God because it contains the
core message that He wants us (humanity) to know, which is to
have faith in the hope that's established by His love. The core

message of the Bible is most important.

What | value in the Apocrypha is what harmonizes with the core
message of the Bible.



The First Step of Faith

The first (and most important) step to having faith in God is
knowing & trusting who God is.

"God is love." - 1 John 4:8 (CEV)

“Love is more important than anything else.” - Colossians 3:14
(CEV)

"Love is patient and kind, never jealous, boastful, proud,

or rude. Love isn't selfish or quick tempered. It doesn't keep a
record of wrongs that others do. Love rejoices in the truth, but
not in evil.” - 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 (CEV)

“You are a kind and merciful God, and You are very patient.
You always show love, and You don't like to punish anyone.” -
Jonah 4:2 (CEV)

God's love is the foundation of faith, and any feeling,
thought, belief, interpretation, or doctrine that contradicts
God's love is certainly false!



The Questions

Q1: How should leaders behave?
Q2: Why is it unwise to test God?

Q3: What are the results of a mind that's focused on
God?

Q4: Does God really know our every word and
thought?

Q5: What is the fate of liars who refuse to repent?

Qé6: What is a warning for those who are living
without God?

Q7: Was humanity originally created to experience
death?



Q8: Why must God's kingdom conquer evil and
death?

Q9: Why do we cherish God'’s promise of eternal life
through Christ?

Q10: What is the foolish mindset of those who have
rejected God and live only for themselves?

Q11: Why are there people who reject God'’s
salvation for this evil world?

Q12: Was it always God's intention to give us eternal
life through Christ?

Q13: What happens when God chooses everyone
who genuinely puts their faith in Christ?

Q14: What is the state of those who blindly live for
worldly success while rejecting faith in Christ?

Q15: Is procreation the main purpose of humanity?



Q16: In what way does goodness reflect who God is?

Q17: Is a short life with God better than a long life
without Him?

Q18: Why is it so important for us to protect our
minds?

Q19: What will be the reaction of unrepentant
sinners when they stand before God in judgment?

Q20: How will unrepentant sinners react when they
witness the reward of those who have been faithful
to God?

Q21: Will unrepentant sinners experience regret for
rejecting God during their judgment?

Q22: Does God value some people more than
others?



Q23: How valuable is wisdom?

Q24: What if God's wisdom was personified as a
woman?

Q25: Should we expect to learn everything about the
spiritual world in this life?

Q26: In the Bible, what kept Joseph (son of Jacob)
from being with a married woman?

Q27: Does God want us to focus more on His power
or His mercy?

Q28: Does God hate anything that He created?

Q29: If we struggle with sin, does God prefer to
correct us or condemn us?

Q30: Does God consider babies to be guilty of
Adam'’s sin and deserving of hell?



Q31: Why should we be thankful for all that God has
done for us through Christ?

Q32: Will God’s creation convince everyone to have
faith in Him?

Q33: Could nature be a reason to believe in God?
Q34: Why is this world considered evil?

Q35: What happens when people reject God's
wisdom for this evil world?

Q36: What does it look like when people put
material success above doing what's right?

Q37: Is it possible to be confident in our salvation,
even if we struggle with sin?

Q38: What is the foolish mindset of those who value
money more than anything else?



Q39: How do we become wise?
Q40: What should we do when we are angry?

Q41: Is it true that faith in God guarantees an easy
life that's free from pain and suffering?

Q42: Should we abandon our faith in God if life gets
too difficult?

QA43: If we sin, how will God respond?

Q44: Can we say we genuinely love God and yet
ignore His commands to love others?

Q45: Who is able to understand God's wisdom?

Q46: Do we need to understand everything about
God in order to have a strong faith?

Q47: Why is it important for us to stay humble?



Q48: Is God's love greater than a mother's love?
Q49: How do we represent God in this evil world?
Q50: Are there different kinds of shame?

Q51: Do we have a responsibility to speak out if we
experience injustice?

Q52: Should we reject God when we experience
suffering that we can't explain?

Q53: Is it pointless to try to hide our sins from God?

Q54: Are we ever alone when we stand up for the
truth?

Q55: What should we keep in mind when it comes to
being generous?

Q56: What is a warning for those who put their
complete trust in their money instead of God?



Q57: What is a warning for those who don’t take
God's judgment seriously?

Q58: Since God is kind, does that mean we can take
advantage of His kindness?

Q59: How soon should people turn back to God if
they have fallen away from the faith?

Q60: How do we know if someone is trustworthy to
be a friend?

Q61: Is it true that most people don’t seek wisdom?

Q62: If God's wisdom was personified as a woman,
should we cherish her?

Q63: Why should we learn to listen with humility?

Q64: Should we try to earn God'’s grace by doing
good deeds?



Q65: In a Christian marriage, how much should a
husband value his wife?

Q66: In what way could our faith help us to strive
away from sin?

Q67: Should we shame those who are struggling with
sin?

Q68: How is it fair that many who reject God are
highly praised in this world?

Q69: What if | am tempted to reject God and live like
a sinner in order to achieve worldly success?

Q70: Does our faith in God help us to remain
humble?

Q71: If God is good and we were created in His
image, does that mean we are meant to represent
goodness such as humility and peace?



Q72: Does being humble mean to have an unhealthy
self-esteem?

Q73: What is a humble approach to making
judgments?

Q74: In what ways does God help us in our faith?

Q75: Are there people who will always prefer the evil
of this world instead of God?

Q76: Why is it foolish to live for money?
Q77: What is the foolish mindset of those who put
their complete trust in their worldly success instead

of God?

Q78: Will a true friend abandon you during hard
times?



Q79: Is it true that we can be influenced by the
people we surround ourselves with?

Q80: How do we make sure we stay secure in our
faith each day?

Q81: In what way could money influence the way we
treat people?

Q82: If God's wisdom was personified as a woman,
how would she treat us?

Q83: If God's wisdom was personified as a woman,
do we need integrity and humility to approach her?

Q84: Do we have free will?
Q85: Would God create someone to be evil?

Q86: Will sinners who reject God always succeed and
will followers of God always suffer?



Q87: Is it possible for God to love each of us
individually when there are so many of us?

Q88: Are God's promises worth waiting for?

Q89: Should we try to hide our sins from God
because of shame?

Q90: Would God rather us persevere or give up
when we struggle with sin?

Q91: If a believer walked away from God because of
sin, can they find their way back to Him?

Q92: If someone who once rejected God wants to
turn back to Him, will God forgive or punish them?

Q93: What should we keep in mind when our desires
tempt us to sin?

Q94: What is the hope of a Christian?



Q95: Why be a Christian if it seems like unbelievers
live easier lives?

Q96: Does God really know all things?

Q97: Is it hypocritical to accept God's forgiveness
while refusing to forgive others?

Q98: Is it wrong for Christians to use medicine when
sick?

Q99: Does God want us to doubt His plan, or does
He want us to patiently trust Him?

Q100: Will God always make the best decisions?
Q101: If God chooses those who love and have faith

in Him, what if those who love and have faith in Him
struggle with sin?



A Note To The Reader

Towards the end of this book, see how each
verse used from the Apocrypha harmonizes with
a verse from the Bible.

For example:

Verse from the Apocrypha:

“The Lord created everyone— the powerful and
the weak. God has no favorites.” - Wisdom of
Solomon 6:7 (CEV)

Verse from the Bible:

“And God created us all; He has no favorites,
whether rich or poor.” - Job 34:19 (CEV)



QUESTIONS
1-25



Q1: How should leaders
behave?

"You rulers of this earth should love justice;
you should do what is right and keep the Lord
in mind.” - Wisdom of Solomon 1:1 (CEV)

A

By



Q2: Why is it unwise to
test God?

“Our deceitful thoughts separate us from
God, and by putting God to the test, we

make fools of ourselves.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 1:3 (CEV)
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Q3: What are the results of a
mind that's focused on God?

“A pure mind and self-control won't let you be
deceitful; you will reject foolish thoughts and hate
injustice.” - Wisdom of Solomon 1:5 (CEV)

DY,
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Q4: Does God really know our
every word and thought?

“Even words spoken in secret and our most private
thoughts are known to God, because the Spirit of the
Lord is everywhere in this world.”

- Wisdom of Solomon 1:6-7 (CEV)




Q5: What is the fate of
liars who refuse to repent?

“And so liars will be judged and then punished
— their evil plans and deeds will be
discovered, then reported to the Lord, and

they will be sentenced.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 1:8-9 (CEV)
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Q6: What is a warning for those
who are living without God?

“Don’t invite death and destruction by living
like a fool.” - Wisdom of Solomon 1:12 (CEV)
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Q7: Was humanity originally
created to experience death?

“God did not create us for death, and when

we die, it doesn't make Him glad.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 1:13 (CEV)
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Q8: Why must God's kingdom conquer
evil and death?

“Because the Kingdom of Death doesn't rule

this world, and justice lives forever.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 1:14-15 (CEV)
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Q9: Why do we cherish God's
promise of eternal life through
Christ?

“Life is short and sad— the end is certain to

come, and no one escapes the grave.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 2:1 (CEV)

N

\ |/,
Siip



Q10: What is the foolish mindset of
those who have rejected God and
live only for themselves?

“So make the most of life, especially while you're
young. Drink the very best wine, wear expensive
perfume, and enjoy the spring flowers. Decorate
your head with rosebuds before they wilt. Do your
share of celebrating! Party always and everywhere
— that's what life is all about. Abuse the poor and
the honest! And do the same to widows and old
people. After all, might is right, and weakness is
useless.” - Wisdom of Solomon 2:6-11 (CEV)
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Q11: Why are there people who
reject God's salvation for this
evil world?

“That's the reasoning of those who are evil,
and they are both blind and foolish. They don't
understand what God has in mind, and they

don't know the reward for living right.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 2:21-22 (CEV)
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Q12: Was it always God's intention to
give us eternal life through Christ?

"God created us to live forever, just as He
Himself does.” - Wisdom of Solomon 2:23 (CEV)
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Q13: What happens when God
chooses everyone who genuinely
puts their faith in Christ?

“All of God's faithful people will understand truth
and live with Him in love, because God is kind and
merciful to those He chooses to be His holy
people.” - Wisdom of Solomon 3:9 (CEV)
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Q14: What is the state of those who
blindly live for worldly success while
rejecting faith in Christ?

“They are terribly miserable, because they
reject wisdom and sound advice. Their future
is hopeless, and everything they do is

completely useless.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 3:11 (CEV)

DY,




Q15: Is procreation the main
purpose of humanity?

“Living right is better than having children.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 4:1 (CEV)

DY
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Q16: In what way does goodness
reflect who God is?

"Goodness always triumphs; it receives the

highest honors because it is unselfish.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 4:2 (CEV)

DY,




Q17: Is a short life with God
better than a long life without

Him?

"Good people may die early, but they will be
at rest. True respect isn't gained merely by
growing old— people are honored because of

their wisdom and goodness.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 4:7-9 (CEV)
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Q18: Why is it so important for us
to protect our minds?

“"Even the most innocent person can be

deceived and destroyed by sinful thoughts.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 4:12 (CEV)
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Q19: What will be the reaction of
unrepentant sinners when they stand
before God in judgment?

“Sinners will be horrified when they are

condemned by their evil deeds.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 4:20 (CEV)

DY,




Q20: How will unrepentant sinners react
when they witness the reward of those
who have been faithful to God?

“But all who have pleased God will stand with
confidence in the presence of those who abused them
and made fun of the good they did. When those evil
ones see how God has saved His people, they will
tremble with fear and be completely amazed. They
will groan and say to each other, ‘We should have
turned from sin! We were fools to sneer at those
people, but we thought they were fools who had died
in disgrace. Why are they God's children? Why are
they His holy people?"”

- Wisdom of Solomon 5:1-5 (CEV)
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Q21: Will unrepentant sinners
experience regret for rejecting
God during their judgment?

“So we were the ones who turned from truth and
rejected the light from those good people. We
refused to follow the Lord! Instead we were
lawless and followed a desert road that led us to
destruction. All of our pride and wealth has proved
to be useless.” - Wisdom of Solomon 5:6-8 (CEV)

DY,
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Q22: Does God value some people
more than others?

“The Lord created everyone— the powerful

and the weak. God has no favorites.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 6:7 (CEV)
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Q23: How valuable is wisdom?

“In comparison with Wisdom, precious gems
are nothing; gold is merely sand, and silver is
simply clay.” - Wisdom of Solomon 7:9 (CEV)
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Q24: What if God's wisdom
was personified as a woman?

“If you truly love what is right, learn from her,
the source of all goodness: of justice and
courage, understanding and self-control; all the

important things that help us live our lives.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 8:7 (CEV)
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Q25: Should we expect to learn
everything about the spiritual
world in this life?

“We struggle and know so little about things here on
earth. How could we possibly learn about things in
heaven?” - Wisdom of Solomon 9:16 (CEV)

DY
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QUESTIONS
26-50



Q26: In the Bible, what kept
Joseph (son of Jacob) from
being with a married woman?

“"When that good man Joseph was sold as a
slave, Wisdom kept him from committing a
terrible sin.” - Wisdom of Solomon 10:13 (CEV)

DY
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Q27: Does God want us to focus
more on His power or His mercy?

“You can do anything, and yet You patiently show
mercy to everyone, so that they will turn from their
sins.” - Wisdom of Solomon 11:23 (CEV)
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Q28: Does God hate anything that
He created?

“In all creation there is nothing You don't love;
otherwise, You would not have created
everything." - Wisdom of Solomon 11:24 (CEV)




Q29: If we struggle with sin, does God
prefer to correct us or condemn us?

“That's why You correct us for our sins a little at a
time, as a reminder and a warning for us to turn
from sin and have faith in You, our Lord.”

- Wisdom of Solomon 12:2 (CEV)
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Q30: Does God consider babies to be
guilty of Adam's sin and deserving of
hell?

“You are always perfectly fair, and You would

never punish innocent people.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 12:15 (CEV)
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Q31: Why should we be thankful
for all that God has done for us

through Christ?

“Our God, by the things You have done, You have
given Your people a wonderful hope and have
taught them to live right and be kind because You

have let them turn from evil.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 12:19 (CEV)
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Q32: Will God's creation convince
everyone to have faith in Him?

“You are the living God. And only those who are
fools by birth could look at Your creation and not
learn about You. But instead, some people

worshiped the things You created.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 13:1 (CEV)
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Q33: Could nature be a
reason to believe in God?

“Indeed, the power and beauty of nature should
convince us that their Creator is even more
powerful and beautiful.”

- Wisdom of Solomon 13:5 (CEV)
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Q34: Why is this world
considered evil?

"Violence, murder, robbery, deceit, corruption,

dishonesty, riots, and lying are everywhere.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 14:25 (CEV)
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Q35: What happens when people
reject God's wisdom for this evil
world?

“No one knows right from wrong or shows

gratitude or cares about anyone else.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 14:26 (CEV)
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Q36: What does it look like when
people put material success above
doing what's right?

“They never speak the truth, and they tell lies
in court because they trust in these lifeless idols

and don't expect to be punished.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 14:28-29 (CEV)
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Q37: Is it possible to be confident
in our salvation, even if we struggle
with sin?

"We know Your (God’s) mighty power, and so we

remain Your people, even if we sin.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 15:2 (CEV)
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Q38: What is the foolish mindset of
those who value money more than
anything else?

“They think of life as a meaningless game or as a
festival for making money, because they believe
that we should try to get rich in every way
possible, even by dishonesty.”

- Wisdom of Solomon 15:12 (CEV)
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Q39: How do we become wise?

“Respect and obey the Lord— that's where
Wisdom begins.” - Sirach 1:14 (CEV)
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Q40: What should we do when
we are angry?

"Just be patient and stay calm until your anger
fades. Then when the time is right you can

speak, and others will tell of your good sense.”
- Sirach 1:23-24 (CEV)

DY



Q41: Is it true that faith in God
guarantees an easy life that's free
from pain and suffering?

“Students, if you decide to worship and obey

the Lord, be ready to face problems.”
- Sirach 2:1 (CEV)
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Q42: Should we abandon our faith
in God if life gets too difficult?

“Have firm self-control and don't act too quickly
if trouble strikes. Don't turn from the Lord, but be

faithful; that's the way to succeed.”
- Sirach 2:2-3 (CEV)
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Q43: If we sin, how will God
respond?

“The Lord is kind and shows mercy by forgiving

our sins and rescuing us from trouble.”
- Sirach 2:11 (CEV)
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Q44: Can we say we genuinely love
God and yet ignore His commands to
love others?

“If you love the Lord and respect Him, you will
obey His commands.” - Sirach 2:15 (CEV)
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Q45: Who is able to understand
God's wisdom?

“Many people are important and famous, but

God gives His secrets only to the humble.”
- Sirach 3:19 (CEV)
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Q46: Do we need to understand
everything about God in order to
have a strong faith?

“Instead, think about God's Law and don't worry
about secrets God keeps to Himself. He has already
shown you matters beyond understanding, and

anything more is none of your business.”
- Sirach 3:22-23 (CEV)
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Q47: Why is it important for
us to stay humble?

“Proud thoughts have led many to turn from
following God."” - Sirach 3:24 (CEV)
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Q48: Is God's love greater
than a mother's love?

“Then you will be a true child of God Most High,
and He will love you more than your own
mother does.” - Sirach 4:10 (CEV)
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Q49: How do we represent God
in this evil world?

“Be on your guard against evil, but use every
opportunity for doing good.” - Sirach 4:20 (CEV)
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Q50: Are there different kinds
of shame?

“To be ashamed of your sins leads to
forgiveness and honor, but some other kinds

of shame are sins themselves.”
- Sirach 4:21 (CEV)
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QUESTIONS
51-75



Q51: Do we have a responsibility to
speak out if we experience
injustice?

“If you can make things right by speaking up,
then do so. Don't let the opinions of others make
you hide your wisdom. If your wisdom and
knowledge are to make any difference, you will
have to speak.” - Sirach 4:23-24 (CEV)

DY,
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Q52: Should we reject God when
we experience suffering that we
can't explain?

“Don’t ever try to make the truth seem false, but

always be humble about things you don't know.”
- Sirach 4:25 (CEV)




Qb53: Is it pointless to try to hide
our sins from God?

“Don’t try to hide your sins from God— it

would be easier to stop a river from flowing.”
- Sirach 4:26 (CEV)
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Qb54: Are we ever alone when we
stand up for the truth?

“And even if you risk your life fighting for truth,
the Lord God will be there, fighting by your side.”
- Sirach 4:28 (CEV)
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Q55: What should we keep in mind
when it comes to being generous?

“Don’t hold out your hand when it's time to
receive, then close your fist when it's time to
give.” - Sirach 4:31 (CEV)
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Q56: What is a warning for those
who put their complete trust in
their money instead of God?

“Don’t trust your wealth and say, ‘I don't need
anyone's help. I'm strong and smart enough to
get anything | want, and no one has the power
to make me obey.” Talk like that, and God will
punish you!” - Sirach 5:1-3 (CEV)
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Qb57: What is a warning for those
who don't take God's judgment
seriously?

“And don't reply, ‘I sinned, but God didn't punish
me."" - Sirach 5:4 (CEV)
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Qb58: Since God is kind, does that
mean we can take advantage of
His kindness?

“Never be so sure of His forgiveness that you keep on
sinning and say, ‘God is very kind, and He will forgive
me even though | sin a lot.” Yes, God is kind, but He

also gets angry and punishes sinners.”
- Sirach 5:5-6 (CEV)
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Q59: How soon should people turn
back to God if they have fallen
away from the faith?

“Turn back to the Lord now— don't wait until
tomorrow.” - Sirach 5:7 (CEV)
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Q60: How do we know if someone is
trustworthy to be a friend?

“Make sure they are true friends before you
trust them, because some will be friendly
when everything is fine, but they won't help
when you have trouble.” - Sirach 6:7-8 (CEV)
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Q61: Is it true that most
people don't seek wisdom?

“"Wisdom is hidden from most people.”
- Sirach 6:22 (CEV)
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Q62: If God's wisdom was
personified as a woman, should
we cherish her?

“Make up your mind to follow and stay close
to Wisdom wherever she goes. Search, and
you will find her; once she is yours, hold her
tightly.” - Sirach 6:26-27 (CEV)
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Q63: Why should we learn to
listen with humility?

“Do you love to listen? That's all it really takes
to gain Wisdom.” - Sirach 6:33 (CEV)
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Q64: Should we try to earn God's
grace by doing good deeds?

“Don't try to impress the Lord with your
goodness.” - Sirach 7:5 (CEV)
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Q65: In a Christian marriage, how
much should a husband value his
wife?

“If your wife is wise and good and gracious,
she is more valuable than gold, so do not
divorce her.” - Sirach 7:19 (CEV)
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Q66: In what way could our faith
help us to strive away from sin?

“You can keep from sinning by always reminding

yourself that you will someday die.”
- Sirach 7:36 (CEV)
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Q67: Should we shame those
who are struggling with sin?

“If people are trying to stop committing sins,
don't make them feel guilty; remember that we all
deserve to be punished for our sins.”

- Sirach 8:5 (CEV)
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Q68: How is it fair that many who
reject God are highly praised in
this world?

“Don't be jealous of sinners who receive
praise.” - Sirach 9:11 (CEV)
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Q69: What if T am tempted to
reject God and live like a sinner in
order to achieve worldly success?

“Don’t look for happiness where ungodly
people do. You know they won't always get
away with their sins.” - Sirach 9:12 (CEV)

DY,




Q70: Does our faith in God
help us to remain humble?

“We humans start to be arrogant when our

hearts turn away from the Lord our Creator.”
- Sirach 10:12 (CEV)

DY




Q71: If God is good and we were created
in His image, does that mean we are
meant to represent goodness such as
humility and peace?

“When the Lord created humans, He did not

intend for us to be proud and angry.”
- Sirach 10:18 (CEV)




Q72: Does being humble mean to
have an unhealthy self-esteem?

“Students, be humble but remember to have
proper self-esteem. Who will think you are
innocent if you call yourself guilty? And who will

give you honor if you refuse to respect yourself?”
- Sirach 10:28-29 (CEV)

DY




Q73: What is a humble approach
to making judgments?

“Find out the truth before you criticize.”
- Sirach 11:7 (CEV)




Q74: In what ways does God help
us in our faith?

“He helps us love each other and do right.”
- Sirach 11:15 (CEV)




Q75: Are there people who will
always prefer the evil of this
world instead of God?

“Sinners are dishonest and live in darkness,
proud of their evil from the day they are born,
and so evil will stay with them until the day
they die.” - Sirach 11:16 (CEV)




QUESTIONS
76-101



Q76: Why is it foolish to live
for money?

"You can become rich, if you work hard and never
spend any money. But then what? When you
finally retire to enjoy what you own, you soon may

die, and then your wealth will belong to others.”
- Sirach 11:18-19 (CEV)

DY,




Q77: What is the foolish mindset of
those who put their complete trust in
their worldly success instead of God?

“So don't say, ‘I already have everything | need—
what more could the Lord do for me? Nothing can
harm me now!""” - Sirach 11:23-24 (CEV)

DY,
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Q78: Will a true friend abandon
you during hard times?

“In hard times you will discover your true
friends and your real enemies. Even your
enemies act friendly when you are well off, but

only true friends stay when trouble strikes.”
- Sirach 12:8-9 (CEV)

DY



Q79: Is it true that we can be
influenced by the people we
surround ourselves with?

“Can you stay humble if your friends are proud?”
- Sirach 13:1 (CEV)

DY



Q80: How do we make sure we
stay secure in our faith each
day?

“Wake up and pay attention! Every day of your
life, love the Lord and pray that He will protect
you."” - Sirach 13:14 (CEV)

N
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Q81: In what way could money
influence the way we treat people?

"When the rich speak, everyone listens with great
respect. But if the poor speak, everyone asks, 'Just
who do they think they are?” - Sirach 13:23 (CEV)

O\




Q82: If God's wisdom was personified
as a woman, how would she treat us?

“She will care for you like your own mother
and welcome you, as a bride welcomes her
husband.” - Sirach 15:2 (CEV)

N

\ |/
Sl



Q83: If God's wisdom was personified
as a woman, do we need integrity and
humility fo approach her?

“But fools and sinners will never find Wisdom.
She won't come near the proud or enter the
mind of a liar.” - Sirach 15:7-8 (CEV)

N
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Q84: Do we have free will?

“The Lord created us humans, and from the very
beginning, He gave us the ability to choose how
we will live.” - Sirach 15:14 (CEV)

N

\ |7,
S}



Q85: Would God create someone
to be evil?

“He has neither commanded nor given

permission for anyone to be evil or to sin.”
- Sirach 15:20 (CEV)

DY



Q86: Will sinners who reject God
always succeed and will followers
of God always suffer?

“The Lord refuses to let sinners profit from their
crimes, and He will reward His people if they
patiently wait.” - Sirach 16:13 (CEV)

DY,
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Q87: Is it possible for God to
love each of us individually when
there are so many of us?

“Never say to yourself, ‘The Lord cannot see me.
He doesn't even know my name. There are just
too many people for Him to keep me in mind."”

- Sirach 16:17 (CEV)

DY




Q88: Are God's promises
worth waiting for?

“'And who has the patience to wait for Him to

keep His promises?’ That is how fools speak.”
- Sirach 16:22-23 (CEV)

DY,




Q89: Should we try to hide our
sins from God because of
shame?

“That's the reason we can't hide our sins— He can
see them all. But He knows what we are like, and

so He shows mercy and never deserts us.”
- Sirach 17:20-21 (CEV)

DY




Q90: Would God rather us persevere
or give up when we struggle with sin?

“But He accepts all those who turn from sinning,
and He encourages everyone whose hope is
slipping away.” - Sirach 17:24 (CEV)
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Q91: If a believer walked away from
God because of sin, can they find
their way back to Him?

“Stop sinning and return to the Lord.”
- Sirach 17:25 (CEV)

A




Q92: If someone who once rejected
God wants to turn back to Him, will
God forgive or punish them?

“The Lord will show great mercy and forgive all

of your sins if you turn back to Him.”
- Sirach 17:29 (CEV)

DY,




Q93: What should we keep in
mind when our desires tempt us
to sin?

“Control your desires; don't let them control
you." - Sirach 18:30 (CEV)

N
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Q94: What is the hope of a
Christian?

“If you learn and follow the Lord's commands, you
will please Him, and He will allow you to eat fruit
from the tree that lets you live forever.”

- Sirach 19:19 (CEV)




Q95: Why be a Christian if it seems
like unbelievers live easier lives?

“For a sinner, the road of life is smooth, but it

slopes down to the world of the dead.”
- Sirach 21:10 (CEV)

DY




Q96: Does God really know
all things?

“He knew all things before He created them,
just as He knows them now.” - Sirach 23:20 (CEV)
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Q97: Is it hypocritical to accept
God's forgiveness while refusing
to forgive others?

"So forgive those who harm you, and when you
pray, God will forgive you. But don't expect the
Lord to forgive you if you hold a grudge or refuse
to show mercy.” - Sirach 28:2-4 (CEV)

DY




Q98: Is it wrong for Christians to
use medicine when sick?

“Medicines are part of the Lord's creation, and if

you are sensible, you will use them.”
- Sirach 38:4 (CEV)

DY,




Q99: Does God want us to doubt His
plan, or does He want us to patiently
trust Him?

“For now, we must not question what God has
done, but He has set a time to explain
everything.” - Sirach 39:17 (CEV)

N
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Q100: Will God always make the
best decisions?

“God has never changed and never will; He has
no need of advice.” - Sirach 42:21 (CEV)
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Q101: If God chooses those who love and
have faith in Him, what if those who love
and have faith in Him struggle with sin?

“But the Lord will continue to have mercy; He
will never abandon those He has chosen and
who love Him."” - Sirach 47:22 (CEV)

N
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Apocrypha and Bible Harmonized

1a. "You rulers of this earth should love justice;
you should do what is right and keep the Lord in
mind.” - Wisdom of Solomon 1:1 (CEV)

1b. “Justice makes rulers powerful. They should
hate evil.” - Proverbs 16:12 (CEV)

2a. "Our deceitful thoughts separate us from
God, and by putting God to the test, we make
fools of ourselves." - Wisdom of Solomon 1:3

(CEV)

2b. "You used to be far from God. Your thoughts
made you His enemies, and you did evil things.”
- Colossians 1:21 (CEV)



3a."A pure mind and self-control won't let you
be deceitful; you will reject foolish thoughts and
hate injustice.” - Wisdom of Solomon 1:5 (CEV)

3b. “If you respect the Lord, you will hate evil. |
(Wisdom) hate pride and conceit and deceitful
lies.” - Proverbs 8:13 (CEV)

4a."Even words spoken in secret and our most
private thoughts are known to God, because the
Spirit of the Lord is everywhere in this world.” -
Wisdom of Solomon 1:6-7 (CEV)

4b. "You have looked deep into my heart, Lord,
and You know all about me. You know when | am
resting or when | am working, and from heaven
You discover my thoughts. You notice everything
| do and everywhere | go. Before | even speak a



word, You know what | will say. ... Where could |
go to escape from Your Spirit or from Your
sight?” - Psalm 139:1-4,7 (CEV)

5a. "And so liars will be judged and then
punished- their evil plans and deeds will be
discovered, then reported to the Lord, and they
will be sentenced.” - Wisdom of Solomon 1:8-9
(CEV)

5b. "They are determined to do evil, and they
tell themselves, ‘Let's set traps! No one can see
us. They make evil plans and say, ‘We'll commit
a perfect crime. No one knows our thoughts.’
But God will shoot His arrows and quickly
wound them. They will be destroyed by their
own words, and everyone who sees them will
tremble with fear.” - Psalm 64:5-8 (CEV)



6a. "Don't invite death and destruction by living
like a fool.” - Wisdom of Solomon 1:12 (CEV)

6b. “Sin and self-satisfaction bring destruction
and death to stupid fools.” - Proverbs 1:32 (CEV)

7a."God did not create us for death, and when
we die, it doesn't make Him glad.” - Wisdom of
Solomon 1:13 (CEV)

7b."l, the Lord God, don't want to see wicked
people die. | had much rather see them turn
back from their sins and live.” - Ezekiel 18:23
(CEV)

8a. "Because the Kingdom of Death doesn't rule
this world, and justice lives forever.” - Wisdom of



Solomon 1:14-15 (CEV)

8b. "The Lord All-Powerful will destroy the power
of death and wipe away all tears. No longer will
His people be insulted everywhere. The Lord has

spoken!” - Isaiah 25:8 (CEV)

9a. “Life is short and sad— the end is certain to
come, and no one escapes the grave.” - Wisdom
of Solomon 2:1 (CEV)

9b. “Life is short and sorrowful for every living
soul. We are flowers that fade and shadows that
vanish.” - Job 14:1-2 (CEV)

10a. "So make the most of life, especially while
you're young. Drink the very best wine, wear
expensive perfume, and enjoy the spring



flowers. Decorate your head with rosebuds
before they wilt. Do your share of celebrating!
Party always and everywhere— that's what life is
all about. Abuse the poor and the honest! And
do the same to widows and old people. After all,
might is right, and weakness is useless.” -
Wisdom of Solomon 2:6-11 (CEV)

10b. "Be cheerful and enjoy life while you are
young! Do what you want and find pleasure in
what you see. But don't forget that God will
judge you for everything you do.” - Ecclesiastes
11:9 (CEV)

11a. "That's the reasoning of those who are evil,
and they are both blind and foolish. They don't
understand what God has in mind, and they
don't know the reward for living right.” - Wisdom



of Solomon 2:21-22 (CEV)

11b. “If you are wise, you will know and
understand what | mean. | am the Lord, and |
lead you along the right path. If you obey Me,
we will walk together, but if you are wicked, you
will stumble.” - Hosea 14:9 (CEV)

12a."God created us to live forever, just as He
Himself does.” - Wisdom of Solomon 2:23 (CEV)

12b. “Then they will have the hope of eternal life
God promised long ago. And God never tells a
lie!” - Titus 1:2 (CEV)

13a. "All of God's faithful people will understand
truth and live with Him in love, because God is
kind and merciful to those He chooses to be His



holy people.” - Wisdom of Solomon 3:9 (CEV)

13b. “l pray that God the Father and Jesus Christ
His Son will be kind and merciful to us! May They
give us peace and truth and love.” - 2 John 3
(CEV)

14a. "They are terribly miserable, because they
reject wisdom and sound advice. Their future is
hopeless, and everything they do is completely
useless.” - Wisdom of Solomon 3:11 (CEV)

14b. "Wise people have enough sense to find
their way, but stupid fools get lost.” - Proverbs
14:8 (CEV)



15a. “Living right is better than having children.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 4:1 (CEV)

15b. “Good sense is more important than
anything else.” - Proverbs 4:7 (CEV)

16a. "Goodness always triumphs; it receives the
highest honors because it is unselfish.” - Wisdom
of Solomon 4:2 (CEV)

16b. "If you try to be kind and good, you will be
blessed with life and goodness and honor.” -
Proverbs 21:21 (CEV)

17a."Good people may die early, but they will
be at rest. True respect isn't gained merely by
growing old— people are honored because of
their wisdom and goodness.” - Wisdom of



Solomon 4:7-9 (CEV)

17b. "You may be poor and young, but if you are
wise, you are better off than a foolish old king
who won't listen to advice.” - Ecclesiastes 4:13
(CEV)

18a. "Even the most innocent person can be
deceived and destroyed by sinful thoughts.” -
Wisdom of Solomon 4:12 (CEV)

18b. "My friends, watch out! Don't let evil

thoughts or doubts make any of you turn from
the living God.” - Hebrews 3:12 (CEV)

19a. "Sinners will be horrified when they are
condemned by their evil deeds.” - Wisdom of



Solomon 4:20 (CEV)

19b. “Sinners are trapped and caught by their
own evil deeds.” - Proverbs 5:22 (CEV)

20a. "But all who have pleased God will stand
with confidence in the presence of those who
abused them and made fun of the good they
did. When those evil ones see how God has
saved His people, they will tremble with fear and
be completely amazed. They will groan and say
to each other, 'We should have turned from sin!
We were fools to sneer at those people, but we
thought they were fools who had died in
disgrace. Why are they God's children? Why are
they His holy people?” - Wisdom of Solomon
5:1-5 (CEV)



20b. "Be brave when you face your enemies.
Your courage will show them that they are going
to be destroyed, and it will show you that you
will be saved. God will make all of this happen.” -
Philippians 1:28 (CEV)

21a."So we were the ones who turned from
truth and rejected the light from those good
people. We refused to follow the Lord! Instead
we were lawless and followed a desert road that
led us to destruction. All of our pride and wealth

has proved to be useless.” - Wisdom of Solomon
5:6-8 (CEV)

21b. "All of them will be punished, because they
would rather do evil than believe the truth.” - 2
Thessalonians 2:12 (CEV)



22a."The Lord created everyone— the powerful
and the weak. God has no favorites.” - Wisdom
of Solomon 6:7 (CEV)

22b. "And God created us all; He has no
favorites, whether rich or poor.” - Job 34:19
(CEV)

23a."In comparison with Wisdom, precious
gems are nothing; gold is merely sand, and
silver is simply clay.” - Wisdom of Solomon 7:9
(CEV)

23b. "Wisdom is worth more than silver; it makes
you much richer than gold. Wisdom is more
valuable than precious jewels; nothing you want
compares with her.” - Proverbs 3:14-15 (CEV)



24a."If you truly love what is right, learn from
her (Wisdom), the source of all goodness: of
justice and courage, understanding and self-
control; all the important things that help us live
our lives.” - Wisdom of Solomon 8:7 (CEV)

24b. "Do your best to improve your faith by
adding goodness, understanding, self-control,
patience, devotion to God, concern for others,
and love.” - 2 Peter 1:5-7 (CEV)

25a. "We struggle and know so little about
things here on earth. How could we possibly
learn about things in heaven?” - Wisdom of
Solomon 9:16 (CEV)

25b. Jesus said, “If you don't believe when | talk
to you about things on earth, how can you



possibly believe if | talk to you about things in
heaven?” - John 3:12 (CEV)

26a. "When that good man Joseph was sold as a
slave, Wisdom kept him from committing a
terrible sin.” - Wisdom of Solomon 10:13 (CEV)

26b. "Joseph was well-built and handsome, and
Potiphar's wife soon noticed him. She asked him
to make love to her, but he refused and said, ‘My
master isn't worried about anything in his house,
because he has placed me in charge of
everything he owns. No one in my master's
house is more important than | am. The only
thing he hasn't given me is you, and that's
because you are his wife. | won't sin against God
by doing such a terrible thing as this." She kept
begging Joseph day after day, but he refused to
do what she wanted or even to go near her.



One day, Joseph went to Potiphar's house to do
his work, and none of the other servants were
there. Potiphar's wife grabbed hold of his coat
and said, ‘Make love to me!’ Joseph ran out of
the house, leaving his coat there in her hands.” -
Genesis 39:6-12 (CEV)

27a."You (God) can do anything, and yet You
patiently show mercy to everyone, so that they
will turn from their sins.” - Wisdom of Solomon
11:23 (CEV)

27b."The Lord isn't slow about keeping His
promises, as some people think He is. In fact,
God is patient, because He wants everyone to
turn from sin and no one to be lost.” - 2 Peter 3:9
(CEV)



28a. "In all creation there is nothing You (God)
don't love; otherwise, You would not have
created everything.” - Wisdom of Solomon 11:24
(CEV)

28b. "God looked at what He had done. All of it
was very good!” - Genesis 1:31 (CEV)

29a. "That's why You correct us for our sins a
little at a time, as a reminder and a warning for
us to turn from sin and have faith in You, our
Lord.” - Wisdom of Solomon 12:2 (CEV)

29b. "The Lord corrects the people He loves and
disciplines those He calls His own.” - Hebrews
12:6 (CEV)



30a. "You (God) are always perfectly fair, and You
would never punish innocent people.” - Wisdom
of Solomon 12:15 (CEV)

30b. “The Lord doesn't like those who defend
the guilty or condemn the innocent.” - Proverbs
17:15 (CEV)

31a."Our God, by the things You have done,
You have given Your people a wonderful hope
and have taught them to live right and be kind
because You have let them turn from evil.” -
Wisdom of Solomon 12:19 (CEV)

31b. “God our Father loves us. He treats us with
undeserved grace and has given us eternal
comfort and a wonderful hope.” - 2
Thessalonians 2:16 (CEV)



32a."You are the living God. And only those
who are fools by birth could look at Your
creation and not learn about You. But instead,
some people worshiped the things You created.”
- Wisdom of Solomon 13:1 (CEV)

32b. "They gave up the truth about God for a lie,
and they worshiped God's creation instead of

God, who will be praised forever. Amen.” -
Romans 1:25 (CEV)

33a."Indeed, the power and beauty of nature
should convince us that their Creator is even
more powerful and beautiful.” - Wisdom of
Solomon 13:5 (CEV)

33b. "God's eternal power and character cannot
be seen. But from the beginning of creation,



God has shown what these are like by all He has
made. That's why those people don't have any
excuse.” - Romans 1:20 (CEV)

34a. "Violence, murder, robbery, deceit,
corruption, dishonesty, riots, and lying are
everywhere.” - Wisdom of Solomon 14:25 (CEV)

34b. "Everywhere on earth | saw violence and
injustice instead of fairness and justice.” -
Ecclesiastes 3:16 (CEV)

35a. "No one knows right from wrong or shows
gratitude or cares about anyone else.” - Wisdom
of Solomon 14:26 (CEV)

35b. “The Scriptures tell us, ‘No one is
acceptable to God! Not one of them



understands or even searches for God. They
have all turned away and are worthless. There
- Romans

i

isn't one person who does right.
3:10-12 (CEV)

36a. "They never speak the truth, and they tell
lies in court because they trust in these lifeless

idols and don't expect to be punished.” -
Wisdom of Solomon 14:28-29 (CEV)

36b. "Everyone who makes idols and all who

trust them will end up as helpless as their idols.
- Psalm 135:18 (CEV)

37a."We know Your (God's) mighty power, and
so we remain Your people, even if we sin.” -
Wisdom of Solomon 15:2 (CEV)



37b. "My children, I am writing this so you won't
sin. But if you do sin, Jesus Christ always does
the right thing, and He will speak to the Father
forus.” - 1 John 2:1 (CEV)

38a. "They think of life as a meaningless game
or as a festival for making money, because they
believe that we should try to get rich in every
way possible, even by dishonesty.” - Wisdom of
Solomon 15:12 (CEV)

38b. You leaders accept bribes for dishonest
decisions. You priests and prophets teach and
preach, but only for money. Then you say,
"The Lord is on our side. No harm will come to
us.” - Micah 3:11 (CEV)



39a. "Respect and obey the Lord— that's where
Wisdom begins.” - Sirach 1:14 (CEV)

39b. "Respect and obey the Lord! This is the
beginning of wisdom. To have understanding,
you must know the Holy God.” - Proverbs 9:10
(CEV)

40a. "Just be patient and stay calm until your
anger fades. Then when the time is right you can
speak, and others will tell of your good sense.” -
Sirach 1:23-24 (CEV)

40b. "Don't be a fool and quickly lose your
temper—be sensible and patient.” - Proverbs
29:11 (CEV)



41a. "Students, if you decide to worship and
obey the Lord, be ready to face problems.” -
Sirach 2:1 (CEV)

41b. "Dear friends, don't be surprised or
shocked that you are going through testing that
is like walking through fire.” - 1 Peter 4:12 (CEV)

42a. "Have firm self-control and don't act too
quickly if trouble strikes. Don't turn from the
Lord, but be faithful; that's the way to succeed.” -
Sirach 2:2-3 (CEV)

42b. "My dear friends, stand firm and don't be
shaken. Always keep busy working for the Lord.
You know that everything you do for Him is
worthwhile.” - 1 Corinthians 15:58 (CEV)



43a."The Lord is kind and shows mercy by
forgiving our sins and rescuing us from trouble.”
- Sirach 2:11 (CEV)

43b. "The Lord is merciful! He is kind and
patient, and His love never fails. The Lord won't
always be angry and point out our sins; He

doesn't punish us as our sins deserve.” - Psalm
103:8-10 (CEV)

44a."If you love the Lord and respect Him, you
will obey His commands.” - Sirach 2:15 (CEV)

44b. "Jesus said to His disciples: If you love Me,
you will do as | command.” - John 14:15 (CEV)

45a. "Many people are important and famous,
but God gives His secrets only to the humble.” -



Sirach 3:19 (CEV)

45b. "At that moment Jesus said: My Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, | am grateful that You hid
all this from wise and educated people and
showed it to ordinary people.” - Matthew 11:25
(CEV)

46a. "Instead, think about God's Law and don't
worry about secrets God keeps to Himself. He
has already shown you matters beyond
understanding, and anything more is none of
your business.” - Sirach 3:22-23 (CEV)

46b. "The Lord our God hasn't explained the
present or the future, but He has commanded us
to obey the laws He gave to us and our
descendants.” - Deuteronomy 29:29 (CEV)



47a. "Proud thoughts have led many to turn from
following God.” - Sirach 3:24 (CEV)

47b. "The wicked are too proud to turn to You or
even think about You.” - Psalm 10:4 (CEV)

48a. "Then you will be a true child of God Most
High, and He will love you more than your own
mother does.” - Sirach 4:10 (CEV)

48b. “The Lord answered, ‘Could a mother
forget a child who nurses at her breast? Could
she fail to love an infant who came from her own

body? Even if a mother could forget, | will never
forget you.” - Isaiah 49:15 (CEV)



49a. "Be on your guard against evil, but use
every opportunity for doing good.” - Sirach 4:20
(CEV)

49b. "Don't let evil defeat you, but defeat evil
with good.” - Romans 12:21 (CEV)

50a. “To be ashamed of your sins leads to
forgiveness and honor, but some other kinds of
shame are sins themselves.” - Sirach 4:21 (CEV)

50b. "When God makes you feel sorry enough
to turn to Him and be saved, you don't have
anything to feel bad about. But when this world

makes you feel sorry, it can cause your death.” -
2 Corinthians 7:10 (CEV)



571a."If you can make things right by speaking
up, then do so. Don't let the opinions of others
make you hide your wisdom. If your wisdom and
knowledge are to make any difference, you will
have to speak.” - Sirach 4:23-24 (CEV)

51b. “Stop all your dirty talk. Say the right thing
at the right time and help others by what you
say.” - Ephesians 4:29 (CEV)

52a."Don't ever try to make the truth seem false,
but always be humble about things you don't
know.” - Sirach 4:25 (CEV)

52b. "My dear friends, you should be quick to
listen and slow to speak or to get angry.” - James
1:19 (CEV)



53a. "Don't try to hide your sins from God- it
would be easier to stop a river from flowing.” -
Sirach 4:26 (CEV)

53b. “Nothing is hidden from God! He sees
through everything, and we will have to tell Him
the truth.” - Hebrews 4:13 (CEV)

54a."And even if you risk your life fighting for
truth, the Lord God will be there, fighting by
your side.” - Sirach 4:28 (CEV)

54b. "The Lord your God will fight alongside you
and help you win the battle.” - Deuteronomy
20:4 (CEV)

55a. "Don't hold out your hand when it's time to
receive, then close your fist when it's time to



give.” - Sirach 4:31 (CEV)

55b. “But people who obey God are always
generous.” - Proverbs 21:26 (CEV)

56a. "Don't trust your wealth and say, 'l don't
need anyone's help. I'm strong and smart
enough to get anything | want, and no one has
the power to make me obey. Talk like that, and
God will punish you!” - Sirach 5:1-3 (CEV)

56b. “Those who are evil say to God All-
Powerful, ‘Leave us alone! Don't bother us with
Your teachings. What do we gain from praying
and worshiping You? We succeeded all on our
own.” - Job 21:14-16 (CEV)



57a."And don't reply, 'l sinned, but God didn't
punish me.” - Sirach 5:4 (CEV)

57b. "Here is what you have said: ‘It's foolish to
serve the Lord God All-Powerful. What do we get
for obeying God and from going around looking
sad? See how happy those arrogant people are.
Everyone who does wrong is successful, and
when they put God to the test, they always get
away with it.” - Malachi 3:14-15 (CEV)

58a. “"Never be so sure of His forgiveness that
you keep on sinning and say, ‘God is very kind,
and He will forgive me even though I sin a lot.
Yes, God is kind, but He also gets angry and
punishes sinners.” - Sirach 5:5-6 (CEV)

58b. “What does all this mean? Does it mean we
are free to sin, because we are ruled by God's



gift of undeserved grace? Certainly not!” -
Romans 6:15 (CEV)

59a. “Turn back to the Lord now— don't wait until
tomorrow.” - Sirach 5:7 (CEV)

59b. “Turn to the Lord! He can still be found. Call
out to God! He is near.” - Isaiah 55:6 (CEV)

60a. "Make sure they are true friends before you
trust them, because some will be friendly when
everything is fine, but they won't help when you
have trouble.” - Sirach 6:7-8 (CEV)

60b. "Some friends don't help, but a true friend

is closer than your own family.” - Proverbs 18:24
(CEV)



61a. "Wisdom is hidden from most people.” -
Sirach 6:22 (CEV)

61b. “Search for wisdom as you would search for
silver or hidden treasure.” - Proverbs 2:4 (CEV)

62a. "Make up your mind to follow and stay
close to Wisdom wherever she goes. Search,
and you will find her; once she is yours, hold her
tightly.” - Sirach 6:26-27 (CEV)

62b. "l (Wisdom) love everyone who loves me,
and | will be found by all who honestly search.” -
Proverbs 8:17 (CEV)

63a. "Do you love to listen? That's all it really
takes to gain Wisdom.” - Sirach 6:33 (CEV)



63b. “Listen carefully to my (Wisdom'’s)
instructions, and you will be wise.” - Proverbs
8:33 (CEV)

64a."Don't try to impress the Lord with your
goodness.” - Sirach 7:5 (CEV)

64b. Jesus said, “When you do good deeds,
don't try to show off. If you do, you won't get a

reward from your Father in heaven.” - Matthew
6:1 (CEV)

65a. "If your wife is wise and good and gracious,

she is more valuable than gold, so do not
divorce her.” - Sirach 7:19 (CEV)



65b. "A truly good wife is the most precious
treasure a man can find!” - Proverbs 31:10 (CEV)

66a. "You can keep from sinning by always
reminding yourself that you will someday die.” -
Sirach 7:36 (CEV)

66b. “(Lord) Teach us to use wisely all the time
we have.” - Psalm 90:12 (CEV)

67a."lf people are trying to stop committing
sins, don't make them feel guilty; remember that
we all deserve to be punished for our sins.” -
Sirach 8:5 (CEV)

67b. "When people sin, you should forgive and
comfort them, so they won't give up in despair.”
- 2 Corinthians 2:7 (CEV)



68a. "Don't be jealous of sinners who receive
praise.” - Sirach 9:11 (CEV)

68b. "Don't let evil people worry you or make
you jealous.” - Proverbs 24:19 (CEV)

69a. "Don't look for happiness where ungodly
people do. You know they won't always get
away with their sins.” - Sirach 9:12 (CEV)

69b. "Don't be annoyed by anyone who does
wrong, and don't envy them. They will soon
disappear like grass without rain.” - Psalm 37:1-2
(CEV)



70a. "We humans start to be arrogant when our
hearts turn away from the Lord our Creator.” -
Sirach 10:12 (CEV)

70b. "l am the Lord, their God, but in all of their
troubles their pride keeps them from returning
to Me.” - Hosea 7:10 (CEV)

71a."When the Lord created humans, He did
not intend for us to be proud and angry.” -
Sirach 10:18 (CEV)

71b. “Let the Spirit change your way of
thinking and make you into a new person. You
were created to be like God, and so you must
please Him and be truly holy.” - Ephesians
4:23-24 (CEV)



72a. "Students, be humble but remember to
have proper self-esteem. Who will think you are
innocent if you call yourself guilty? And who will
give you honor if you refuse to respect
yourself?” - Sirach 10:28-29 (CEV)

72b. Jesus said, “The second most important
commandment is like this one. And it is, ‘Love
others as much as you love yourself.” - Matthew
22:39 (CEV)

73a. "Find out the truth before you criticize.” -
Sirach 11:7 (CEV)

73b. Jesus said, “Don't judge by appearances.
Judge by what is right.” - John 7:24 (CEV)



74a. "He (God) helps us love each other and do
right.” - Sirach 11:15 (CEV)

74b. "God's Spirit makes us loving, happy,
peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle,
and self-controlled.” - Galatians 5:22-23 (CEV)

75a. “Sinners are dishonest and live in darkness,
proud of their evil from the day they are born,
and so evil will stay with them until the day they
die.” - Sirach 11:16 (CEV)

75b. “Sinners don't respect God; sin is all they
think about. They like themselves too much to
hate their own sins or even to see them. They tell
deceitful lies, and they don't have the sense to
live right. Those people stay awake, thinking up
mischief, and they follow the wrong road,
refusing to turn from sin.” - Psalm 36:1-4 (CEV)



76a. "You can become rich, if you work hard and
never spend any money. But then what? When
you finally retire to enjoy what you own, you
soon may die, and then your wealth will belong
to others.” - Sirach 11:18-19 (CEV)

76b. "Suddenly | realized that others would
someday get everything | had worked for so
hard, then | started hating it all. Who knows if
those people will be sensible or stupid? Either
way, they will own everything | have earned by
hard work and wisdom. It doesn't make sense.” -
Ecclesiastes 2:18-19 (CEV)

77a."So don't say, 'l already have everything |
need— what more could the Lord do for me?
Nothing can harm me now!"” - Sirach 11:23-24



(CEV)

77b. Jesus said, “You claim to be rich and
successful and to have everything you need. But
you don't know how bad off you really are. You
are pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.” - Revelation
3:17 (CEV)

78a. "In hard times you will discover your true
friends and your real enemies. Even your
enemies act friendly when you are well off, but
only true friends stay when trouble strikes.” -
Sirach 12:8-9 (CEV)

78b. “If you fall, your friend can help you up. But
if you fall without having a friend nearby, you are
really in trouble.” - Ecclesiastes 4:10 (CEV)



79a. "Can you stay humble if your friends are
proud?” - Sirach 13:1 (CEV)

79b. "Wise friends make you wise, but you hurt
yourself by going around with fools.” - Proverbs
13:20 (CEV)

80a. "Wake up and pay attention! Every day of
your life, love the Lord and pray that He will
protect you.” - Sirach 13:14 (CEV)

80b. “You know what sort of times we live in, and
so you should live properly. It is time to wake up.
You know that the day when we will be saved is
nearer now than when we first put our faith in

the Lord.” - Romans 13:11 (CEV)



81a. "When the rich speak, everyone listens with
great respect. But if the poor speak, everyone
asks, Just who do they think they are?” - Sirach
13:23 (CEV)

81b. "So | decided that wisdom is better than
strength. Yet if you are poor, no one pays any

attention to you, no matter how smart you are.” -
Ecclesiastes 9:16 (CEV)

82a. "She (Wisdom) will care for you like your
own mother and welcome you, as a bride
welcomes her husband.” - Sirach 15:2 (CEV)

82b. "If you love Wisdom and don't reject her,
she will watch over you.” - Proverbs 4:6 (CEV)



83a. “But fools and sinners will never find
Wisdom. She won't come near the proud or
enter the mind of a liar.” - Sirach 15:7-8 (CEV)

83b. “Fools don't care if they are wrong, but God
is pleased when people do right.” - Proverbs
14:9 (CEV)

84a. "The Lord created us humans, and from the
very beginning, He gave us the ability to choose
how we will live.” - Sirach 15:14 (CEV)

84b. "My friends, you were chosen to be free. So
don't use your freedom as an excuse to do
anything you want. Use it as an opportunity to
serve each other with love.” - Galatians 5:13
(CEV)



85a. "He (God) has neither commanded nor
given permission for anyone to be evil or to sin.”
- Sirach 15:20 (CEV)

85b. “You are not the kind of God who is
pleased with evil.” - Psalm 5:4 (CEV)

86a. "The Lord refuses to let sinners profit from
their crimes, and He will reward His people if
they patiently wait.” - Sirach 16:13 (CEV)

86b. "You cannot fool God, so don't make a fool
of yourself! You will harvest what you plant. If
you follow your selfish desires, you will harvest
destruction, but if you follow the Spirit, you will
harvest eternal life. Don't get tired of helping
others. You will be rewarded when the time is
right, if you don't give up.” - Galatians 6:7-9
(CEV)



87a. "Never say to yourself, 'The Lord cannot see
me. He doesn't even know my name. There are
just too many people for Him to keep me in
mind.” - Sirach 16:17 (CEV)

87b. "Only evil people would say, '‘God Most
High cannot know everything!” - Psalm 73:11
(CEV)

88a. "And who has the patience to wait for Him
(God) to keep His promises? That is how fools
speak.” - Sirach 16:22-23 (CEV)

88b. “In my heart, | am thirsty for You, the living
God. When will | see Your face? Day and night
my tears are my only food, as everyone keeps



asking, 'Where is your God?"” - Psalm 42:2-3
(CEV)

89a. “That's the reason we can't hide our sins—
He (God) can see them all. But He knows what

we are like, and so He shows mercy and never
deserts us.” - Sirach 17:20-21 (CEV)

89b. “The Lord sees everything, whether good
or bad.” - Proverbs 15:3 (CEV)

90a. "But He (God) accepts all those who turn
from sinning, and He encourages everyone
whose hope is slipping away.” - Sirach 17:24
(CEV)

90b. “Give up your evil ways and your evil
thoughts. Return to the Lord our God. He will be



merciful and forgive your sins.” - Isaiah 55:7
(CEV)

91a. "Stop sinning and return to the Lord.” -
Sirach 17:25 (CEV)

91b. “So turn to God! Give up your sins, and you
will be forgiven.” - Acts 3:19 (CEV)

92a."The Lord will show great mercy and forgive
all of your sins if you turn back to Him.” - Sirach
17:29 (CEV)

92b. God said, “Instead, turn back to Me with
broken hearts. | am merciful, kind, and caring. |
don't easily lose My temper, and | don't like to
punish.” - Joel 2:13 (CEV)



93a. "Control your desires; don't let them
control you.” - Sirach 18:30 (CEV)

93b. “Behave like obedient children. Don't let
your lives be controlled by your desires, as they
used to be.” - 1 Peter 1:14 (CEV)

94a."If you learn and follow the Lord's
commands, you will please Him, and He will
allow you to eat fruit from the tree that lets you
live forever.” - Sirach 19:19 (CEV)

94b. Jesus said, “God will bless all who have
washed their robes. They will each have the right
to eat fruit from the tree that gives life, and they

can enter the gates of the city.” - Revelation
22:14 (CEV)



95a. "For a sinner, the road of life is smooth, but
it slopes down to the world of the dead.” - Sirach
21:10 (CEV)

95b. Jesus said, “Go in through the narrow gate.
The gate to destruction is wide, and the road
that leads there is easy to follow. A lot of people
go through that gate. But the gate to life is very
narrow. The road that leads there is so hard to
follow that only a few people find it.” - Matthew
7:13-14 (CEV)

96a. "He (God) knew all things before He
created them, just as He knows them now.” -
Sirach 23:20 (CEV)



96b. God said, “From the very beginning, | told
what would happen long before it took place.” -
Isaiah 46:10 (CEV)

97a."So forgive those who harm you, and when
you pray, God will forgive you. But don't expect
the Lord to forgive you if you hold a grudge or
refuse to show mercy.” - Sirach 28:2-4 (CEV)

97b. Jesus said, “If you forgive others for the
wrongs they do to you, your Father in heaven
will forgive you. But if you don't forgive others,
your Father will not forgive your sins.” - Matthew
6:14-15 (CEV)

98a. "Medicines are part of the Lord's creation,
and if you are sensible, you will use them.” -



Sirach 38:4 (CEV)

98b. “Stop drinking only water. Take a little wine
to help your stomach trouble and the other
illnesses you often have.” - 1 Timothy 5:23 (CEV)

99a. "For now, we must not question what God
has done, but He has set a time to explain
everything.” - Sirach 39:17 (CEV)

99b. “Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy
picture in a mirror. Later we will see Him face to
face. We don't know everything, but then we
will, just as God completely understands us.” - 1
Corinthians 13:12 (CEV)



100a. “God has never changed and never will;
He has no need of advice.” - Sirach 42:21 (CEV)

100b. “But what the Lord has planned will stand
forever. His thoughts never change.” - Psalm
33:11 (CEV)

101a. “But the Lord will continue to have mercy;

He will never abandon those He has chosen and
who love Him.” - Sirach 47:22 (CEV)

101b. "God doesn't take back the gifts He has
given or disown the people He has chosen.” -
Romans 11:29 (CEV)



God loves you

Anthony Coleman became a Christian when he
was 17 years old (in 2009). He turned to God
when philosophy alone couldn’t convince him of
his identity and purpose. Now, he is a Christian
Hope Coach. As a CHC, his goal is to provide
basic biblical encouragement to Christians in
order to strengthen their faith.

His website: www.LivelnHope.me


http://www.LiveInHope.me

Other books from Anthony:

¢ 101 Questions & The Bible
* 101 Questions & The Gospel of John

® The Foundation of Faith: What God
Considers Most Important

Are you someone who is:

¢ Interested in the faith?
¢ New to the faith?
e Struggling in their faith?

® Reconstructing their faith after deconstruction?

Read books here for free: www.LivelnHope.me



For those who are open to the |
wisdom from the Apocrypha.




