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"l was raised as a Jehovah’s Witness but became
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and confused. Reading this booklet was exactly what |
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- To those who want to know & trust God through faith
based on reason.

This booklet is a collection of writings.
All Bible verses mentioned in this booklet are based
on the author's favorite Bible translation, which is the
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Bible.

Bible verses used may be quoted partially.

Bible verses that include parenthetical words were
added by the author.
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About Me

There’s still

HOPE!

Hello and God bless you!

I'm Anthony, and I'm a non-fundamentalist, unchurched
Christian. I've been a Christian since | was 17 years old in
2009.

| consider myself to be a Christian Hope Coach, and as a
CHC, my goal is to provide basic biblical encouragement
to Christians in order to strengthen their faith.

With God's guidance, | want to dedicate my life to
encouraging my brothers and sisters in Christ who are
looking for a perspective of hope.

For more information, my website: www.LivelnHope.me

*If you have experienced church hurt, please know that I'm
truly sorry. However, please don't let those who misrepresent
God take you away from Him. Reject toxic religious
influences and know you can establish a simple faith in God
that's based on love!



Preface: Why | Wrote This Booklet

There's so much information regarding the Christian faith
that it can be overwhelming. With so many denominations
and interpretations, how are we supposed to know what's
true?

This is an issue that has caused many Christians to be
confused and to have doubts. It also has led many Christians
to abandon the faith.

| was also affected by this issue, but instead of having my
confusion and doubts influence me to abandon my faith, |
made a conscious decision to understand the Christian faith
for myself. In other words, | had to deconstruct to reconstruct
my faith.

But what did that overall process look like for me?

| had to imagine a table. On the table were all of my beliefs/
thoughts about God, Christianity, and the Bible.

After seeing everything on the table, | then imagined myself
knocking over everything that was stacked up on the table
right onto the floor.

The only thing left was the table. The table represents The
Foundation of Faith, and before | started to stack everything
back up on the table, | had to make sure | deeply
understood and was truly confident in the foundation that
my faith will be built on.

| wrote this booklet to encourage Christians to understand
and be confident in the right foundation in order to establish
a firm faith in God.

*llustration was inspired by Pastor David Asscherick’s “Table
of Truth”.



I - The Foundation Of Faith

A foundation is defined as the most important part of a
structure. The strength and stability of the structure depend
on its foundation. If our faith is a type of structure, then it
must have a foundation. To know what the foundation of our
faith is, we must know what God considers to be most
important in His Word.

1. What does God consider to be most important?

“Love is more important than anything else.” - Colossians
3:14

1a. How important is faith?

“But without faith no one can please God.” - Hebrews
11:6

1b. How important is hope?

“And the Scriptures were written to teach and encourage
us by giving us hope.” - Romans 15:4

1c. How important is love?
“For now there are faith, hope, and love. But of these
three, the greatest is love.” - 1 Corinthians 13:13
2. What is love?
“Love is patient and kind, never jealous, boastful, proud,
or rude. Love isn't selfish or quick tempered. It doesn't
keep a record of wrongs that others do. Love rejoices in the

truth, but not in evil.” - 1 Corinthians 13:4-6

*In other words, love is goodness!
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3. What is the purpose of love?

“Do good instead of evil and try to live at peace.” - Psalm
34:14

4. Is it possible for love to fail?

"Love is always supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting.
Love never fails!" - 1 Corinthians 13:7-8

5. How does God relate to love?

“God is love.” - 1 John 4:8

“The Lord is merciful! He is kind and patient, and His love
never fails.” - Psalm 103:8

“But, our God, You are merciful and quick to forgive; You
are loving, kind, and very patient.” - Nehemiah 9:17

“You are a kind and merciful God, and You are very patient.
You always show love, and You don't like to punish anyone.”
- Jonah 4:2

“The Lord is good! His love and faithfulness will last
forever.” - Psalm 100:5

6. Why did God create us (humanity)?

“We have everything we need to live a life that pleases
God. It was all given to us by God's own power, when we

learned He had invited us to share in His wonderful
goodness.” - 2 Peter 1:3
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“I will listen to You, Lord God, because You promise peace
to those who are faithful and no longer foolish. You are
ready to rescue everyone who worships You, so that You will
live with us in all Your glory. Love and loyalty will come
together; goodness and peace will unite.” - Psalm 85:8-10

7. What are the most important commandments that God
has given us?

“Jesus answered: Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, soul, and mind. This is the first and most important
commandment. The second most important commandment
is like this one. And it is, ‘Love others as much as you love
yourself."” - Matthew 22:37-39

8a. Is it really that important to love others?

“What if | could speak all languages of humans and even of
angels? If | did not love others, | would be nothing more
than a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

What if | could prophesy and understand all mysteries and
all knowledge? And what if | had faith that moved
mountains? | would be nothing, unless | loved others.

What if | gave away all that | owned and let myself be
burned alive? | would gain nothing, unless | loved others.” -
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

“All that matters is your faith that makes you love others.” -
Galatians 5:6

“But if we say we love God and don't love each other, we
are liars. We cannot see God. So how can we love God, if
we don't love the people we can see?” - 1 John 4:20

“Anyone who doesn't love others has never known Him
(God).” - 1 John 4:8b
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8b. But what about those who hurt us?

Jesus said, "But | tell you to love your enemies and pray for
anyone who mistreats you.” - Matthew 5:44

“Be kind and merciful, and forgive others, just as God
forgave you because of Christ.” - Ephesians 4:32

8c. Does that mean we have to accept their abuse?
"Warn troublemakers once or twice. Then don't have
anything else to do with them.” - Titus 3:10

9. What does God ultimately want?

"God wants us to have faith in His Son Jesus Christ and
to love each other.” - 1 John 3:23

10. What motivated Jesus to die for our sins?

“Let love be your guide. Christ loved us and offered His life
for us as a sacrifice that pleases God.” - Ephesians 5:2
11. Does Jesus’ sacrifice represent God's love for us?
“God showed His love for us when He sent His only Son
into the world to give us life.” - 1 John 4:9

12. If God sending Christ to die for our sins represents His
love for us, when did God first love us?

"Even before time began God planned for Christ Jesus to
show kindness to us.” - 2 Timothy 1:9
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“Real love isn't our love for God, but His love for us. God
sent His Son to be the sacrifice by which our sins are
forgiven. ... We love because God loved us first.” - 1 John
4:10,19

13. How could God love us before we were created if He
knew all the sins we would commit in our lives?

“I am sure that nothing can separate us from God's love—
not life or death, not angels or spirits, not the present or
the future, and not powers above or powers below.
Nothing in all creation can separate us from God's love for
us in Christ Jesus our Lord!"” - Romans 8:38-39

Jesus said, "I promise you that any of the sinful things you
say or do can be forgiven, no matter how terrible those
things are.” - Mark 3:28

14. How should we respond to God's love?

“Your (God’s) love means more than life to me, and | praise
You.” - Psalm 63:3

“Each morning let me learn more about Your (God's) love
because | trust You. | come to You in prayer, asking for Your
guidance.” - Psalm 143:8

15. Does God want us to depend on His love?

“Please help me, Lord God! Come and save me because of
Your love.” - Psalm 109:26

“| serve You, Lord. Comfort me with Your love, just as You
have promised.” - Psalm 119:76
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“God's love can always be trusted, and His faithfulness lasts
as long as the heavens.” - Psalm 89:2

“The Lord is pleased only with those who worship Him and
trust His love.” - Psalm 147:11

16. As Christians, can we be confident in knowing that God's
love is with us?

"Your kindness and love will always be with me each day of
my life, and | will live forever in Your house, Lord.” - Psalm
23:6

17a. As Christians, we're meant to have a deep-rooted faith.

“But you must stay deeply rooted and firm in your faith.” -
Colossians 1:23

17b. But what is our faith meant to be rooted in?

“Stand firm and be deeply rooted in His (God’s) love.” -
Ephesians 3:17

18. What are the comforting words that God wants you to
know right now?

God said, "To Me, you are very dear, and | love you.” -
Isaiah 43:4

BONUS:

19. Does God only love those who love Him?

Jesus said, "He (God) is good even to people who are
unthankful and cruel.” - Luke 6:35
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20. Is our faith meant to be motivated by the fear of hell or
by love?

“If we truly love others and live as Christ did in this world,
we won't be worried about the day of judgment. A real love
for others will chase those worries away. The thought of
being punished is what makes us afraid. It shows we have
not really learned to love.” - 1 John 4:17-18

21. If God is love, would He torture sinners in Hell for
eternity?

“But even in judgment, God is merciful!” - James 2:13

22. How will the New Heaven and New Earth relate to love?

“Then a kingdom of love will be set up, and someone from
David's family (Jesus) will rule with fairness. He will do what
is right and quickly bring justice.” - Isaiah 16:5

23. Since God is love, why must He eventually end all the
evil in the world?

“Evil people must be removed before anyone can rule with
justice.” - Proverbs 25:5

*Since love is the foundation of our faith, we must make sure
that love is always our top priority because nothing is more
important than what’s most important!

Also, for God's love to have genuine value, it MUST be
logically consistent without any biblical contradiction. Any
interpretation or doctrine that contradicts God’s love is false!
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Il - Why God MUST Exist!

I'm convinced that love is most important. Why? Because |
believe love is goodness (and that goodness is objective). In
other words, love means to do good. Doing good includes,
but is not limited to:

¢ Being respectful.

e Being kind.

e Being honest.

¢ Being forgiving.

e Having compassion.

¢ Being considerate.
 Showing appreciation.
e Seeking justice.

e Seeking peace.

¢ Seeking unity.

Do you know why acts such as abuse, murder, and rape are
wrong? Because they violate love. The reason why those
wrong acts will make us (humanity) sad, angry, and want
justice is because love is the standard that we innately desire
to live by. Our greatest fulfillment comes from our ability to
experience love, which is why it's love that gives us our
objective value and dignity.

Now, here’s the key question: When people experience the
terrible acts of abuse, murder, and rape, do they deserve
justice?

| hope you would agree with me and confidently say yes!

Why do they deserve justice? Because we have value! If we
have value and our value has been violated, then that
violation must be fully addressed and that value must be
properly rectified. That value deserves justice.

16



If that's the case, then there's a very serious problem.

Since mistreated people deserve justice, will all mistreated
people throughout all time experience justice in this world?
Unfortunately, no.

But wait! Hold on! How can we say humanity has value and
yet acknowledge that there are mistreated people who won't
experience justice?

What is the solution to this very serious problem?

Many will say there is no solution and we just have to accept
that life is unfair.

But hold on! We live in a world/reality where “life is unfair”,
yet we have an innate sense of justice. Doesn't that seem
odd?

Is it true that our only option is to accept that there is no
solution and simply accept the unfairness of life?

Well, it depends. That would be the only option, unless
someone has the attributes needed to establish justice for all
mistreated people throughout all time.

What are the attributes needed?

e Perfectly Righteous- Must be absolutely just and fair in
order to be qualified to judge every human being
throughout all time.

e Omniscient- Must be absolutely aware of every situation

of every human being, throughout all time, in order to
justly and fairly judge them.
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e Perfectly Wise- Must be able to make the absolute best
decisions in all situations in order to justly and fairly
judge every human being throughout all time.

¢ Sovereign- Must have absolute authority in order to
judge every human being throughout all time.

¢ Transcendent- Must be absolutely able to judge every
human being throughout all time.

There'’s no one in our world/reality who has any of those
attributes, let alone all of them. Those who say there's no
solution to the unfairness of life have a good point, but their
point is only valid if they don't look beyond what our world/
reality can offer!

Who is beyond our world/reality? God.

Not only does God have the attributes needed to establish
justice for all mistreated people throughout all time, He
MUST establish justice. Why? Because God is love (1 John
4:8), love is most important (Colossians 3:14), and love
demands justice (Psalm 89:14).

When it comes to evil, love must respond in one of two
ways:

A. Immediate response. An immediate response would be
to stop all evil/bad/wrong acts before they happen.

B. Eventual response. An eventual response would be to
address and rectify all evil/bad/wrong acts after they
happen.

“For all who are mistreated, the Lord brings justice.” -
Psalm 103:6

"You are God, and You will rule forever as king. Your royal
power brings about justice.” - Psalm 45:6
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“You (unbelievers) have worn out the Lord with your words.
And yet, you ask, ‘How did we do that?’ You did it by
saying, ‘The Lord is pleased with evil and doesn't care about
justice.'” - Malachi 2:17

So, why must God exist?

Premise 1: Every human being has objective value and
dignity because of love.

Premise 2: Because every human being has objective
value and dignity, every human being deserves justice
when wronged.

Premise 3: There are mistreated people, throughout all
time, who have died without receiving justice.

Premise 4: Only God can establish justice for all mistreated
people, throughout all time, who died without justice.

Conclusion: Therefore, God must exist.

In other words, if God doesn't address and rectify all evil
throughout all time, then love and humanity cannot have
objective value, which means that acts such as abuse,
murder, and rape are wrong because of preference (a
subjective standard of what'’s right), not truth (the objective
standard of what's right).

“When we love others, we know we belong to the truth,
and we feel at ease in the presence of God.” - 1 John 3:19

*If God is love (1 John 4:8) and God created humanity in His
image (Genesis 1:27), then not only were we created for love
(Matthew 22:37-39), but also created with objective value
and dignity because of love (Psalm 139:14).
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lll - How Is God Love If We Suffer?

The Objection:

Premise 1: If God is love, He would not want to create
human beings because He would know they will experience
suffering and death.

Premise 2: Human beings experience suffering and death.

Conclusion: Therefore, God is not love.

My Response:

This objection sounds logical on the surface, but in order to
refute it, we must dig deeper than the surface.

A. The experience of suffering and death is an unfortunate
reality that is meant to be temporary and is NOT the
purpose of our existencel!

What is the purpose of our existence? To enjoy eternal life of
love in heaven with God where there is no suffering or death,
and where we will also experience healing for the suffering
we will go through. That is our ultimate purpose and the
hope God has promised.

"I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: God's
home is now with His people. He will live with them, and
they will be His own. Yes, God will make His home
among His people. He will wipe all tears from their eyes,
and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or
pain. These things of the past are gone forever.” -
Revelation 21:3-4

Once we understand our purpose and our hope, we will have
the strength to endure the suffering we experience.

20



¢ “| am sure what we are suffering now cannot compare
with the glory that will be shown to us.” - Romans 8:18

¢ “On that day you will be glad, even if you have to go
through many hard trials for a while.” - 1 Peter 1:6

o Jesus said, “You are now very sad. But later | will see
you, and you will be so happy that no one will be able
to change the way you feel.” - John 16:22

B. God is NOT indifferent towards our experience with
suffering and death. Here are three reasons why:

1- God personally shared our experience of suffering and
death through Jesus.

¢ "From then on, Jesus began telling His disciples what
would happen to Him. He said, ‘Il must go to Jerusalem.
There the nation's leaders, the chief priests, and the
teachers of the Law of Moses will make Me suffer
terribly. | will be killed, but three days later | will rise to
life.”” - Matthew 16:21

e Jesus said, “In fact, | came into the world to suffer.” -
John 12:27

2- God wants to comfort us through our suffering.

* “You (God) listen to the longings of those who suffer.
You offer them hope, and You pay attention to their
cries for help.” - Psalm 10:17

e “The Lord is there to rescue all who are discouraged
and have given up hope.” - Psalm 34:18

e "God cares for you, so turn all your worries over to
Him.” - 1 Peter 5:7
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3- God’s love must be logically consistent in order to have
genuine value. If God is love, then He cannot be
indifferent towards our suffering.

Does the Bible confirm that the consistency of God's love
is a logical necessity?

e “| am the Lord All-Powerful, and | never change.” -
Malachi 3:6

e “Jesus Christ never changes! He is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.” - Hebrews 13:8

C. The suffering and death that come from evil are based on
the misuse of free will. God didn't give us free will to do evil
or to do whatever we want. He gave us free will to love and
to do what's right.

¢ "My friends, you were chosen to be free. So don't use
your freedom as an excuse to do anything you want.
Use it as an opportunity to serve each other with love.”
- Galatians 5:13

Even though we are able to know some things, we still don’t
know every reason why God allows us to experience
suffering and death (from people and from the natural
world). However, does God expect us to understand Him
completely to have faith?

¢ "| saw everything God does, and | realized no one can
really understand what happens. We may be very wise,
but no matter how much we try or how much we claim
to know, we cannot understand it all." - Ecclesiastes
8:17

How do we have faith if there’s so much that we don't know?
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e “Trust the Lord! Be brave and strong and trust the
Lord.” - Psalm 27:14

What will be the eventual result if we continue to trust God?

¢ “Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy picture in a
mirror. Later we will see Him face to face. We don't
know everything, but then we will, just as God
completely understands us.” - 1 Corinthians 13:12

D. Will God really keep His promise to eventually end
suffering and death?

¢ God said, “At the time | have decided, My words will
come true. You can trust what | say about the future. It
may take a long time, but keep on waiting—it will
happen!” - Habakkuk 2:3

How should we respond?

o “With all my heart, | am waiting, Lord, for You! | trust
Your promises.” - Psalm 130:5

E. When we experience suffering, it may feel like God is
distant from us, especially when it comes to unanswered
prayers. However, we must not allow our feelings to blind us
to God's Word! Why? Because God's Word is how we are
able to remain strong and confident in our faith.

¢ "The Lord has promised that He will not leave us or
desert us.” - Hebrews 13:5

* "We often suffer, but we are never crushed. Even when
we don't know what to do, we never give up. In times of
trouble, God is with us, and when we are knocked
down, we get up again.” - 2 Corinthians 4:8-9
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IV - Do You Know & Trust God?

1. God wants us to know & trust Him.

“I want you to know Me, to trust Me, and understand that |
alone am God.” - Isaiah 43:10

2. How does God want us to know & trust Him? Instead of
prioritizing His qualities as The King Who Rules (power, glory,
holiness, judgment, sovereignty), God would rather us
prioritize His qualities as The Father Who Loves (kindness,
faithfulness, justice, humility, mercy).

God said, "I'd rather for you to be faithful and to know Me
than to offer sacrifices.” - Hosea 6:6

“The Lord God has told us what is right and what He
demands: ‘See that justice is done, let mercy be your first
concern, and humbly obey your God."” - Micah 6:8

Jesus said, “You (Pharisees) neglect the more important
matters of the Law, such as justice, mercy, and faithfulness.”
- Matthew 23:23

God said, "What | like best is showing kindness, justice, and
mercy to everyone on earth.” - Jeremiah 9:24

3- To know & trust God in the way that He wants, we must
have wisdom!

“Search for wisdom as you would search for silver or hidden
treasure. Then you will understand what it means to respect
and to know the Lord God.” - Proverbs 2:4-5

God said, "If you are wise, you will know and understand
what | mean.” - Hosea 14:9
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V - Why Do People Reject God?

1. The only people who reject God throughout their lives are
those who either don't know or don't care about the fullness
(the objective value) of love.

¢ Those who don’t know (but want to) will experience
God's mercy. (Romans 9:15-16)

e Those who don’t care (and don’t want to) will
experience God's judgment. (Ephesians 4:18)

But how can we know for certain if someone rejects God
because of ignorance or indifference? We can't, but God
can, and He does!

"You are the Lord God, and You know what is in everyone's
heart.” - Numbers 27:16

2. How does the fullness of love lead to faith in God?

Premise 1: If we fully love (objectively value) others, we
would want justice for every human being throughout all
time.

Premise 2: We are not able to establish justice for every
human being throughout all time.

Premise 3: Only God can establish justice for every
human being throughout all time.

Conclusion: Therefore, if we fully love others, we will
have faith in God.

“Be sincere in your love for others. Hate everything that is
evil and hold tight to everything that is good.” - Romans
12:9
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VI - But Why Have Faith In Jesus?

*Not only will the fullness of love lead us to having faith in
God, but it will also lead us to having faith in Christ!

1. Love is goodness.

2. Any thought, word, or deed that violates love is
considered wrong, evil, and sin.

3. Every (aware) human being has contributed to the evil in
the world to some degree by thought, word, or deed.

4. If we fully embrace love, we would want to completely
separate ourselves from evil while wanting to rectify every
evil thought, word, and deed throughout our lives.

5. How can we completely separate ourselves from evil while
rectifying every evil thought, word, and deed throughout our
lives? By faith in Christ!

“All of us have sinned and fallen short of God's glory.” -
Romans 3:23

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” - 1
Timothy 1:15

“He (Jesus) gave Himself to rescue us from everything evil
and to make our hearts pure. He wanted us to be His own
people and to be eager to do right.” - Titus 2:14

“Have faith in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved!” - Acts
16:31
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6. If our evil thoughts, words, and deeds violate love and
God is love, then our evil thoughts, words, and deeds are
violations against God Himself. However, instead of
condemning all of us, He gave all of us a chance to be
saved. Why? Because He loves us!

"But God showed how much He loved us by having Christ
die for us, even though we were sinful.” - Romans 5:8
7. That's why as Christians, we must keep our focus on Christ

because He represents God's love.

“We must keep our eyes on Jesus, who leads us and makes
our faith complete.” - Hebrews 12:2

“Keep your mind on Jesus Christ!” - 2 Timothy 2:8

“Plant your roots in Christ and let Him be the foundation for
your life. Be strong in your faith, just as you were taught.
And be grateful.” - Colossians 2:7

“We are ruled by Christ's love for us.” - 2 Corinthians 5:14
"l want you to know all about Christ's love, although it is
too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled
with all that God is." - Ephesians 3:19

BONUS:

“You put your faith in Christ and were given the promised
Holy Spirit to show you belong to God.” - Ephesians 1:13

“God has given us the Holy Spirit, who fills our hearts with
His love.” - Romans 5:5
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VIl - Who Is Able To Be Saved?

1. Because God loves us (humanity), He wants all of us to
turn to Him and be saved!

“God wants everyone to be saved.” - 1 Timothy 2:4

“The Lord isn't slow about keeping His promises, as some
people think He is. In fact, God is patient, because He
wants everyone to turn from sin and no one to be lost.” - 2
Peter 3:9

“But now He (God) says that everyone everywhere must
turn to Him.” - Acts 17:30

2. But what about those who do evil and reject Him?

Jesus said, “The Son of Man came to look for and to save
people who are lost.” - Luke 19:10

Jesus said, "l didn't come to invite good people to turn to
God. | came to invite sinners.” - Luke 5:32

“l, the Lord God, don't like to see wicked people die. | had
much rather see them turn back from their sins and live.” -
Ezekiel 18:23

“Turn to the Lord! He can still be found. Call out to God! He
is near. Give up your evil ways and your evil thoughts.
Return to the Lord our God. He will be merciful and forgive
your sins.” - Isaiah 55:6-7

“You (unbelievers) surely don't think much of God's
wonderful goodness or of His patience and willingness to
put up with you. Don't you know that the reason God is
good to you is because He wants you to turn to Him?" -
Romans 2:4
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VIl - What About The Bible?

If God is love and the Bible is God’s Word, how can there be
Bible verses that contradict love?

Here are some examples:

e God commanding the deaths of men, women, children,
and babies within a nation. (1 Samuel 15:2-3)

e Hell seeming to be eternal torture. (Revelation
14:10-11)

e Lot, a supposedly righteous man of God, offering his
daughters to be raped. (Genesis 19:6-8)

o Situations where women were expected to marry their
rapists and young girls were to become sex slaves.

(Deuteronomy 22:28-29, Numbers 31:18)

¢ God regretting and destroying humanity while only
sparing Noah and his family. (Genesis 6:5-8,18)

¢ God sending bears to kill children. (2 Kings 2:23-24)

e God killing King David's son because of the sins that
King David committed. (2 Samuel 12:13-14)

e God allowing Satan to torment Job for a bet. (Job
1:6-12, 2:1-7)

¢ God apparently created evil and hates sinners. (Isaiah
45:7, Psalm 5:5,11:5)

To be completely honest, | don't know exactly why those
Bible verses are in the Bible. However, it doesn't discourage
me because | reject the belief that, “To be a Christian, you
have to affirm and accept everything in the Bible as true.”
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Here is my conviction: To be a Christian, we have to prioritize
the core message of the Bible. What is the core message of
the Bible?: To have faith in the hope that’s rooted in love. (In
other words, to have faith in Christ, who secures our hope
that all will be made right in the end, as we live by love.)

¢ “But we belong to the day. So we must stay sober and
let our faith and love be like a suit of armor. Our firm
hope that we will be saved is our helmet.”
- 1 Thessalonians 5:8

*Instead of forcing ourselves to accept those contradictory
Bible verses and allowing them to discourage us, let’s
continue to trust the logical consistency of God's love, put
those verses aside, and wait to ask God about them when
we see Him in person.

BONUS:

1- "By reading the Scriptures you learn how God wants you
to behave, and you discover what is right.” - Romans 2:18

To learn how God wants us to behave and to discover what
is right, do we need to affirm and accept everything in the
Bible as true, or know the core message of the Bible?

2- "Everything in the Scriptures is God's Word. All of it is
useful for teaching and helping people and for correcting
them and showing them how to live. The Scriptures train
God's servants to do all kinds of good deeds.” - 2 Timothy
3:16-17

For the Bible to teach, help, correct, and show us how to live
while also training us to do all kinds of good deeds, do we
need to affirm and accept everything in the Bible as true, or
know the core message of the Bible?
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IX - Don’t Forget About Satan!

1. Satan is considered the spiritual enemy of our faith.

“Be on your guard and stay awake. Your enemy, the devil
(Satan), is like a roaring lion, sneaking around to find
someone to attack.” - 1 Peter 5:8

2. Satan’s ultimate goal is to prove to God that we aren’t
worthy of His love because we can be influenced to
misrepresent or reject Him.

"Jesus said, ‘Simon, listen to Me! Satan has demanded the
right to test each one of you.'” - Luke 22:31

3. Because Satan rules the world, He is able to influence us
by using temptations, distractions, or any experience that
can negatively impact our faith in this world. He can use
suffering, material success, relationships, church, the Bible
(Matthew 4:5-6), etc., to jeopardize our faith.

“He rules the world, and his spirit has power over everyone
who doesn't obey God.” - Ephesians 2:2

4. What makes Satan’s influence so dangerous?

“And it is no wonder. Even Satan tries to make himself look
like an angel of light.” - 2 Corinthians 11:14

5. How do we overcome Satan’s influence?

“Keep alert. Be firm in your faith. Stay brave and

strong. Show love in everything you do.” - 1 Corinthians

16:13-14
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X - We're The Light In Darkness

1. When we belong to God and strive to love others, we
represent the light.

"If we love others, we are in the light." - 1 John 2:10

2. Because we represent the light, we must oppose darkness.

“The lifestyle of the wicked is like total darkness.” -
Proverbs 4:19

“Don't take part in doing those worthless things that are
done in the dark. Instead, show how wrong they are.” -
Ephesians 5:11

3. Because we represent the light, we must not allow
darkness to discourage us.

"Don't let evil (darkness) defeat you, but defeat evil with
good (the light).” - Romans 12:21

"My enemies, don't be glad because of my troubles! | may
have fallen, but | will get up; | may be sitting in the dark, but
the Lord is my light.” - Micah 7:8

4. Because we represent the light, we must encourage those
who are looking for hope in the darkness.

Jesus said, "l want you to open their eyes, so that they will
turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to
God. Then their sins will be forgiven, and by faith in Me
they will become part of God's holy people.” - Acts 26:18
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Bonus: Why | Could
Never Be An Atheist

The Introduction

| will admit that some of the objections and critiques that
atheists have regarding God, the Bible, and Christianity
make sense and presents serious challenges to my faith.

However, I'm not able to be an atheist because of one
simple reason: Atheists do NOT provide an alternative for
achieving the hope that Christianity provides.

What hope am | referring to?:

e The eventual end of evil & injustice.

e Justice for all the mistreated people, throughout all
time, who died without justice.

e The time when love & goodness will prevail exclusively
forever.

If being an atheist means | have to ignore, abandon, or
trivialize that hope, then | could never be an atheist. Because
atheism isn’t able to provide that hope, | consider it to be
very problematic.

The Problem with Atheism

First, | would like to share this verse:

“Only a fool would say, ‘There is no God!"” - Psalm 14:1
Psalm 14:1 is not saying that God considers atheists foolish
just because they don't believe in Him. It's saying that God
considers atheists foolish because of what their atheism

implies.
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What does atheism imply?

1. If there’s no God, then there’s no divine justice for all
the evil and injustice in the world.

2. If there's no divine justice for all the evil & injustice in
the world, then that makes the existence of evil & injustice
an inescapable reality.

3. If the existence of evil & injustice is an inescapable
reality, then we have to accept the reality where there are
mistreated people, throughout all time, who will never
experience justice.

4. If we accept the reality where there are mistreated
people, throughout all time, who will never experience
justice, then that shows we don't objectively value (fully
love) everyone.

In order for people to have objective value, their value must
consistently experience justice when violated. It would be
inconsistent to claim that everyone has objective value while
accepting that there are people who can be mistreated and
will never experience justice. A reality where there are
mistreated people who never experienced justice is a reality
that's absolutely unacceptable and shouldn't be tolerated.

But if | was an atheist, | could say, “Even though | do
objectively value everyone, | have no choice but to accept
the reality where there are mistreated people throughout all
time who will never experience justice”, but | would be
wrong.

The Unavoidable Acceptance Of Evil & Injustice

| would like to share two scenarios.
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Scenario #1: Let's say there was a store that | loved to go to.
While | was shopping, the store was exposed as being very
racist to a group of people. However, their racism does not
affect me and I'm able to continue to shop there. If |
objectively value everyone and knew the store was racist,
would | continue to shop there or would | leave the store?
The obvious answer is to leave the store.

Scenario #2: Let's say there was a woman in a relationship
with a man. In the relationship, the man would abuse her
often, but he would also buy her whatever she wanted. If |
objectively value everyone, would | advise the woman to stay
in the relationship or advise her to leave the relationship?
The obvious answer is to advise her to leave the relationship.

Now, to make my point, | will share one more scenario.

Scenario #3: Let's say | lived in a reality with inescapable evil
& injustice. In this reality, there will always be mistreated
people who will die without justice. However, in this reality,
I'm also able to achieve personal life pursuits (selfish or
altruistic) while not being directly impacted by all the
mistreated people who will die without justice. If | objectively
value everyone, would | stay in this reality or would | leave
this reality? The obvious answer is to leave the reality.

Scenario #3 reflects our actual world, and if you noticed, we

do have an option to leave this reality. If | was an atheist and
| said, “Even though | objectively value everyone, | have no

choice but to accept this reality”, that is not true. | do have a
choice, and that choice is suicide.

e | am NOT advocating for suicide. | am solely making the
point that we cannot claim to objectively value everyone
and yet accept living in a reality where there are
mistreated people who will never experience justice
while we have the option to leave that reality.
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To reiterate, | am NOT advocating for suicide! | do NOT
want the atheists who claim to objectively value
everyone to commit suicide.

| want the atheists who claim to objectively value
everyone to embrace the hope that only God is able to
give, which is establishing justice for all mistreated
people throughout all time.

If | was an atheist and | made the deliberate choice to
continue to live in a reality of inescapable evil & injustice
while having the option to leave it, then that must mean |
think that a reality where there are mistreated people,
throughout all time, who died (and will die) without justice is
worth living in if my personal life pursuits (selfish or altruistic)
can be achieved.

The only way | would be able to live like that is if | didn't
objectively value (fully love) everyone, which would be very
disturbing. Why? Because if there are people who | don't
view as objectively valuable, then | would feel justified to be
indifferent towards their abuse. But that's exactly how
abusers are able to abuse their victims. | refuse to align
myself with abusers!

If atheists claim to not objectively value everyone, then that
would explain how they are able to accept living in a reality
where there are mistreated people who will never experience
justice.

Will Atheism Be Consistent?

One important argument that many atheists make is:

If God knew that evil would happen and He had the ability to
stop it, then He is absolutely wrong for allowing people to

experience evil and He should be condemned because
people have objective value.
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But wait. If atheists are consistent, they would have to make
this argument as well:

If parents knew that their child would experience evil,
injustice, suffering, and death before having them and they
had the ability to not have a child, then parents are
absolutely wrong for having children and they should be
condemned because children have objective value.

(And atheists can’t say that human beings must procreate
because antinatalism will refute that.)

If | was an intellectually honest atheist and | concluded that
God is wrong for creating a reality where people will
experience evil, injustice, suffering, and death, then | would
also have to conclude that I'm wrong for continuing to live in
(and participate in if | have children) a reality where people
will experience evil, injustice, suffering, and death, especially
when | have the option to leave the reality.

The Conclusion

If I claim to objectively value (fully love) everyone and have
an unwavering desire for all mistreated people, throughout
all time, to experience justice, which option would make the
most logical sense?:

1- Continue to live in a reality where I'm able to achieve my
personal life pursuits (selfish or altruistic), even though there
are mistreated people, throughout all time, who will never
experience justice.

2- Refuse to continue to live in a reality where there are
mistreated people, throughout all time, who will never
experience justice.

3- Embrace the hope that only God is able to give, which is
establishing justice for all mistreated people, throughout all
time, who never experienced justice.
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The 3rd option is the most logical, which is why | could never
be an atheist.

*Because love must be consistent in order to have
genuine value, | choose to trust God’s love, even when |
don’t know exactly why He allowed evil. | will give God
the benefit of the doubt because He hasn't directly told
me of His exact reason why. Since God is omniscient, it's
logically possible there's a reason why that I'm not aware
of. So, with humility, | choose to continue to trust God and
wait to ask Him about this in person.

In the book of Job, Job decided to wait to speak to God
directly instead of giving up his faith. That is what | have
decided to do as well.

“But | prefer to argue my case with God All-Powerful.” -
Job 13:3

But when | speak to God directly and | find out that His
exact reason for allowing evil is a clear violation of love,
then | will absolutely reject Him.

*Again, atheists do have strong objections against the
Christian faith, but if their objections will ultimately lead to
hopelessness, then their objections are meaningless.

“Don't let anyone fool you by using senseless arguments.
These arguments may sound wise, but they are only
human teachings. They come from the powers of this
world and not from Christ.” - Colossians 2:8

Bonus: The Reason For Faith

There are atheists who claim that faith isn't good enough
and that they need irrefutable proof of God's existence to
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believe. | understand where they're coming from, but having
irrefutable proof would make faith irrelevant. We cannot
disregard faith because the Bible makes it clear that God
wants us to have faith in Him.

“But without faith no one can please God. We must believe
that God is real and rewards everyone who searches for
him.” - Hebrews 11:6

"The good news tells how God accepts everyone who has
faith, but only those who have faith. It is just as the
Scriptures say, ‘The people God accepts because of their
faith will live.”” - Romans 1:17

“Jesus said, ‘Thomas, do you have faith because you have
seen Me? The people who have faith in Me without seeing
Me are the ones who are really blessed!"” - John 20:29

Why does God want us to have faith? Because faith means
we trust Him for who He is and for what He represents.

If we claim to need irrefutable proof in order to have faith,
then that implies we don't care about who He is and what He
represents.

However, if we have faith because of who He is and what He
represents, then it wouldn't matter if we have irrefutable
proof or not. Why? Because we trust Him and the hope He
has promised.

What is the hope that God has promised?:
e The eventual end of evil & injustice.

o Justice for all the mistreated people, throughout all
time, who died without justice.

e The time when love & goodness will prevail exclusively
forever.
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Having irrefutable proof does NOT change the need for the
hope that God has promised. (For example, if we have
irrefutable proof, but God lied about the hope He has
promised, then that irrefutable proof would be meaningless.)

That's why Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for wanting a sign.

“But Jesus replied: You want a sign because you are evil and
won't believe!” - Matthew 12:39

If we are looking for irrefutable proof of God, then that

means we either don't understand faith or we don't care
about who God is and what He represents.
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About Me: What Do | Believe?

1. God is Triune: Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Matt
28:19)

2. Biblical Inspiration # Biblical Inerrancy. The Bible is the
inspired Word of God and is trustworthy because of its core
message (John 3:16), not because it's inerrant.

3. I' hold to the love-centric perspective of God and the
Bible. Since love (1 Cor 13:4-6) is considered as most
important to our faith (1 Cor 13:13), | prioritize the Bible
verses that harmonize with love.

4. Love isn't one of God’s moral attributes, but is the core of
who He is (1 John 4:8). All of His moral attributes, such as His
justice, mercy, and holiness, stem from His love (Col 3:14, Ps
89:14). Also, the consistency of God’s love is a logical
necessity that the Bible must not contradict. (Mal 3:6, Heb
13:8, Ps 102:27)

5. The main reason why God created humanity is to share His
love with us forever in heaven. That is the hope of our faith
and that hope motivates us to get through the hardships in
this life. (John 17:20-21, 2 Pet 1:3,3:13, Rom 8:18, 2 Cor
4:8-9)

6. Because human beings are created in God's image (Gen
1:27), God loves everyone and wants everyone to be saved,
including those who are LGBT (1 Tim 2:4). God will never
reject Christians who are LGBT! (Rom 10:13)

7. As humanity, we are able to seek God, put our faith in
Jesus, and receive the Holy Spirit to be saved (Eph 1:13).
Once saved, we will know God's great love for us. (John

17:23)



8. As Christians, we live by the Law of Christ: “Love God and
love others” (Matt 22:37-39, 1 Cor 9:21). Also, we have a
universal mission to find our specific way to share God's light
to those who are looking for hope in the darkness. (1 Pet
4:10, Rom 2:19, Eph 5:8-10)

9. If our love for God is genuine, we'll have enduring faith,
and even if we fall away from our faith, we'll eventually find
our way back (Matt 24:13). Without genuine love, we are
susceptible to abandoning our faith. (Matt 13:21)

10. When we struggle with sin, God wants us to trust His
grace because He will always forgive us if we turn to Him.
(Heb 4:16)

11. Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (the unforgivable/
unpardonable sin) and Hebrews 6:4-6 (apostasy) are both
about being in a constant state of rejecting God until death.
However, anyone can turn to God and be saved. (Acts 7:51,
Ps 36:1-4, Mark 3:28, 1 John 1:9)

12. We are saved by faith in Christ, not by good works, but if
our faith is genuine, we will do good works (such as baptism
and communion). Also, God would rather us do a little to
honor Him with a genuine heart than to force ourselves to do
a lot. (Eph 2:8-9, James 2:24, 2 Cor 8:12)

13. If our faith is genuine, we will have a repentant heart.
Repentance is when we strive away from sin and strive to
honor God. Not because of fear or to earn our salvation, but
because we love God. (Prov 16:6, Rom 6:15)

14. | reject the doctrine of original sin. We are not born
sinners. We are not born guilty of sin and born under God's
wrath. We are born innocent and are born under God'’s love,
but will eventually choose sin because of the influence of this
sinful world. We become sinners and guilty of sin when we
choose to sin. (Ezek 18:20, Rom 3:23, James 4:17)



15. | prefer the Christus Victor theory instead of the Penal
Substitutionary Atonement theory. (Titus 2:14, 1 John 3:8)

16. | rebuke Calvinism! (2 Pet 3:9, 2 Thess 2:10)

17. | reject open theism and divine determinism. | believe
God completely knows the past, present, future, and
counterfactuals. God being able to have complete
knowledge while having a genuine relationship with us is
based on His transcendence. (Ps 147:5, Job 11:7-8)

18. | reject the eternal conscious torment view of hell and |
affirm the conditional view. Annihilation will occur after God’s
just and fair judgment based on His love. (James 2:13)

19. I don’t know exactly how God will judge every person,
but | trust that God will somehow give every human being a
genuine opportunity to be saved (in this life or the next)
because of His fairness, love, grace, and mercy. (Ps 33:5, Jer
9:24, Job 33:29-30)

20. God wants us to have faith in Him because He wants us
to seek and trust Him based on what He represents, not
based on irrefutable evidence of His existence. (Isa 43:10,
Heb 11:6, Prov 2:4-5, Ps 14:2, Ps 34:8)

21. God's moral perfection is based on His integrity, not His
inability. (Num 23:19) This understanding also leads me to
affirm the peccability of Christ. (Heb 4:15)

22. It's possible to fellowship and grow in the faith without
going to a church. (Matt 18:20, Matt 6:6)

23. When it comes to men and women, | support
egalitarianism (Gal 3:28, 1 Cor 11:11-12). Also, | hold to an
expanded permissive view of divorce and remarriage. (1 Cor
7:15)



God’s Invitation To Humanity:

“l invite the whole world to turn to Me
and be saved. | will save anyone who
asks for My help. No matter how far
away you are, you can turn to Me!”

(Isaiah 45:22, Acts 2:21, Nehemiah 1:9)

1. How can we, as humanity, accept God's
invitation?

"God wants us to have faith in His Son Jesus
Christ and to love each other.” - 1 John 3:23

2. How important is it to God for us to accept
His invitation?

“We were sent to speak for Christ, and God is
begging you to listen to our message. We
speak for Christ and sincerely ask you to make
peace with God.” - 2 Corinthians 5:20



Unfortunately, there are many Christians who
struggle in their faith because they have built their
faith on the wrong foundations. These wrong
foundations include, but aren’t limited to: going to
church, legalism, Christian leaders, denominations,
education, fear, history, upbringing, feelings, a
spiritual experience, an expectation of blessings,
social validation, tradition, and even the Bible.

*The Bible isn’t the foundation; the Bible reveals
the foundation!

To know what the right foundation is, we must
know what God considers to be most important in
His Word.

So, here's the question:

What does God consider to be most important?




